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Desperate for an Audience —  

Anything — Even Cows! 

T his occurred on Sunday 15 January, in 
Charleston.  Although we were going to be 

playing at an engagement in Lobethal, we tuned 
our pipes at Charleston so that we would be 

ready when we arrived. 

Caitlin Fry was playing at the bottom of the 
driveway, tuning herself up before tuning the 
rest of the Band, as usually happens, when the 
cows lined up against the fence and started 
watching and listening to her play!  It was quite 
funny to see!  They didn’t bunch up at the fence 

watching her, they all just stood in a line! 

Well, why not use the front row of the stalls 

when there is plenty of room! 

Interesting Traditions 

Q . Why do X's at the end of a letter signify 

kisses? 

A: In the Middle Ages, when many people were 
unable to read or write, documents were often 
signed using an X.  Kissing the X represented 
an oath to fulfil obligations specified in the docu-
ment.  The X and the kiss eventually became 

synonymous. 

Q: Why is someone who is feeling great 'on 

cloud nine'? 

A: Types of clouds are numbered according to 
the altitudes they attain, with nine being the 
highest cloud.  If someone is said to be on cloud 
nine, that person is floating well above worldly 

cares. 
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Chief’s Chatter 

G reetings to you all, members and friends of the Society, and a happy new 
year.  This part of the year is our busiest as we prepare for the Celts on the 

Green Concert and the Gathering. 

But firstly, it was sad to hear that Alex Harvie passed away just recently and our 
sympathy goes to his family at this time.  Alex was always in good spirits and could 
be relied on to ‘get a party started’ with his humour and good nature.  He will be 

sorely missed. 

It is that time of the year where we ask you to roll up your sleeves, hitch up yer kilt and volunteer to 
help with the many tasks that are to be found on the weekend of the Celts on the Green and The 
Gathering.  From the setup on Saturday morning 18 February, to the last tidy up late on Sunday 19 
February, we need you there.  Don’t sit back and say, “Someone else will volunteer”, be like the Nike 
ad and ‘just do it’.  Your help and presence will not go unnoticed, and thousands of people will benefit 

from an enjoyable weekend because of you. 

We need to sell tickets to the Celts on the Green concert and we are aiming for at least 400 people 
“On the Green” of the oval, that is only 6 tickets per member, so get a few friends together and let P.C. 
Roger Scott know nice and early.  Of course, don’t just stop at 6, go the extra yards and sell them to 

the whole street!  See the ‘Centre Spread’ in this issue of the Thistle. 

There are many jobs to be done for the Gathering as well, so let Sonya Millar know very soon which 
few hours you can give and in what job(s).  Many thanks to those who have already ‘put up their hand’ 

to volunteer. 

One job that does need to be done shortly is the placing of ‘coreflute’ signs advertising the Gathering 
and Concert.  Let Lorraine Scott know if you can help with this.  And, of course, to take them down 

again afterwards. 

Congratulations to the Pipe Band for their sterling effort in the Christmas Pageant season, they de-
served a rest over the holiday season.  We are pleased to hear that they have gained some support 
and assistance for the 2012 Competition season and their preparations are well under way for Bal-

larat.  We look forward to their success at our Gathering. 

To those of you who know Nanette Hunt, we would like to let you know that she is fine at present, and 

that the Thistle is read to her each time it arrives.  Our thoughts go out to her and her family. 

So, in closing, I ask you to be prepared to give some effort and time in our coming events, both for the 

personal rewards they bring and for the strengthening of Scottish Heritage in South Australia. 

See you ‘on the Green’ 

Yours, aye, 

Peter Stewart Chief 

Society Subscription Rates 

A t the Annual General Meeting, a motion was proposed, seconded and carried that the subscrip-

tions be increased to $20.00 for individual members and $30.00 for families.  

The motion was not in accordance with the requirements of the Constitution and is therefore null and 

void.  Accordingly, subscriptions remain at $15.00 and $25.00 respectively. 

Note: Next Director’s Meeting 6 February 
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Mount Barker  

2011 — 2012 Membership 

Application for Membership 
 

Membership renewal  

           (Please tick appropriate box) 

 

 

I, the undersigned, desire to be nominated as a member of the Mount Barker Caledonian Society 

Inc., and agree, if elected, to be bound by the Rules of the Society. 

 

 

Given Names: _____________________________  Surname: _____________________________ 
 

 

Address: _________________________________  Date of Birth: __________________________ 
 

 

Suburb: __________________________________  Occupation: ___________________________ 
 

 

State: _______ Postcode: _______  Country of Birth: _______________________________ 

 

Phone No.: _______________  Mobile No.: _________________________ 
 

 

E-mail Address: __________________________________________________ 
 

 

Signature: _______________________________________________________ 

X MBCS Adult Membership    $15.00 p.a. 

X MBCS Family Membership    $25.00 p.a. 

Proposed by: ____________________________ Seconded by: ___________________________ 

Date Approved Member No. Member Type Payment Receipt No. 

     

Please return to: The Secretary Mt. Barker Caledonian Society, PO Box 998 Mount Barker SA 5251 
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~ Contact List ~ 

Society 

Chief 

Peter Stewart             8536 4014 

Senior Chieftain 

Nil 

Junior Chieftain 

Di Franklin             8188 0261 

Immediate Past Chief & Treasurer 

Roger Scott             8537 5202 

Secretary 

Mel Inglis        0415 093 519 

Function Booking Officer 

Sarah McInness            8537 5003 

Gathering Coordinator 

Sonya Millar             8389 6741 

Celts on the Green Coordinator 

Tim Ferguson             8387 2817 

Band 

Pipe Major 
Tim Ferguson             8387 2817 

         0412 336 763 

Band Manager 
Martin Ricketts             8389 1322 

      bandmanager@adam.com.au 

All Correspondence 

ALL Correspondence is to be addressed to: 

PO Box 998   
MOUNT BARKER  S.A.  5251 

Society Website 

www.mtbarkerscots.org 

Celts on the Green Website 

www.celtsonthegreen.com.au 

Thistle Editor 

David Porteous             8379 1943 

Mount Barker Caledonian Society sincerely thanks 

~ RE/MAX Hills & Country ~ 
for printing this issue of the Thistle 

Upon the Rock 

The year is 1571. Scot-
land is torn by civil war. 
The nation’s Reformation 
is in its fragile infancy. 
The Catholic Mary 
Queen of Scots is impris-
oned in England, and 
Scotland is being gov-
erned by a Protestant 
Regent, in the name of 
young King James. 
George Buchanan, 

scholar, poet and royal tutor, uses all of his formida-
ble powers to realise his personal vision and the 
destiny of the boy-king – the union of the thrones of 

Scotland and England. 

On Dumbarton Rock a small garrison remains loyal 
to Mary Queen of Scots. Under Lord Fleming and 
Archbishop Hamilton, those few men hold the key 
to the kingdom. This is the one place where a 
Catholic army might land and retake Scotland for 

Mary and the Church of Rome. 

Duncan Robertson, a Highland archer of the belea-
guered garrison, sets out to avenge a savage injus-
tice perpetrated on his Irish sweetheart… and so 

affects the course of history. 

The Toap Taen Reasons A’hm 
Prood tae be Scottish 
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Dates for 2012 

X 18 February — Celts on the Green Concert 

X 19 February — 51st Gathering 

X 12 May — Ceilidh 

X 21 July — Mid-Winter Christmas 

X August — Annual General Meeting 

X 10 November — Celtic Night 

Scottish Weather Rhymes  

M any of the old rhymes about weather have a grain or more of truth in them, but others have 
not. ‘When the cock goes crowing to his bed, he’ll rise in the morning with a watery head!’  

Well, I’ve been out of my bed at night as often as most people, and have heard cocks crowing at bed-
time, midnight, dawn and at every hour in between.  As often as not the next day was exceptionally 
fine.  In actual fact, if one cock starts crowing at night, other cocks hear him and respond — that’s all 

there is to it! 

Nevertheless, before the days of scientific forecasting, country and sea-faring folk had to keep their 
weather eye open, and they realised that the swing of the wind, the movements of birds, beasts and 
insects, the clarity of the air, etc., meant a change for good or ill.  Flashes of wildfire, or the weird ap-
pearance of “the Merry Dancers” were sure indications of unsettled weather.  “Grey mares’ tails” in the 
upper sky meant that a wet spell would continue.  Spiders spinning, and swallows flying high indicated 

good weather to be. 

A well-known Fife rhyme: 

When Falkland Hill puts on his cap, 
The Howe o’ Fife will get a drap, 
And when the Bishop draws his cowl, 

Look out for wind and weather foul! 

Some rhymes feature the moon: 

‘When the moon is on her back, 

Gae mend yer shoon and sort yer thack!’ 

Here is another: 

‘When round the moon there is a brugh, 

The weather will be cauld and rough!’ 

Two rather similar rhymes from Angus: 

Geese tae the sea, 
Guid weather tae be; 
Geese tae the hill, 

Guid weather tae spill.  

And here is the other: 

Mist on the hills, weather spills; 

Mist in the howes, weather grows. 
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Celts on the Green 

O n 18 February, the Mount 
Barker Caledonian Society 
will once again be putting on 

their Celts on the Green at the Mt 
Barker Oval.  Gates open at 
6.00pm and the concert starts at 

7pm, going until about 10.00pm.   

With entertainment by The Borderers, Cathy Fraser and Duncan Smith, Sycamore Road and Kinsale, 

the evening promises to be most enjoyable.  

Tickets are available either through Venuetix or on the night.  The cost is $95.00 for a family, $35 per 

person or $30 concession, all plus a booking fee. 

If you would like to purchase your tickets in advance through the Society, they are available at $90.00 
for a family, $30 per person, $28.00 concession and children 16 and under $20.00 each, whilst chil-
dren under 10 are free.  If you would like further information please contact Roger Scott by e-mail at  

wojannwatara@bigpond.com, by phone on — 8537 5202 or mobile — 0411 054 248 or Sonya Millar. 

For pre-booking through the Society, please use the enclosed “Pre-sale Ticket Order Form”. 

Roger Scott  Past Chief 

51st Mount Barker Highland Gathering 

A ctivities and performances include Pipe Band and Highland Dancing 
competitions and the Strong Man competition.  There’s the Caber 

Toss, Haggis Hurl and Knobbly Knees Competition 
all of which are open to the public to participate in.  
The Border Celts, Adelaide Country Dancers, Faire 
D'Ophelia, the Society for Creative Anachronism, 
Sword Fighting and, Archers will all be there.  There 

will also be a Market Place with stalls galore, Clan Tents and much more. 

Above all, don’t forget to come along on the day — 19 February, from 
10.00 am. —— SEE YOU THERE. 

Sonya Millar   Ph. 8389 6741 
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Society Matters 

L ast call for donations of items for the Thistle Pick as we need them 

in by Friday 10 Feb.  Please contact Sonya Millar on 8389 6741. 

Also any member who is prepared to offer a couple of hours immedi-
ately — delivering fliers to letter boxes in their area or maybe a local 
spot where they could be placed in public view.  We also need more 
volunteers on Saturday 18 February when we set up for Celts on the 
Green or on Sunday  19 February setting up for The Gathering.  Any 

assistance would be much appreciated — old saying “many hands make light work”. 


