Viking Sword Found

A

1,000-year-old Viking burial site has
been discovered by archaeologists
working on the Ardnamurchan peninsula in
Highlands of Scotlkand. The grave holds
the remains of a high-status Viking who was
buried in his boat with an axe, a sword and
a spear.
It is the first undisturbed Viking ship burial
found on the British mainland. The boat is
held together with 200 metal rivets. Viking
specialists from the University of Glasgow
say the boat is likely to be from the 10th
century AD.

Mt Barker Caledonian Society

Thistle

"The Vikings would have dug a boat shaped
hole and then would have dragged the boat
up from the sea and put it into the hole and
laid all his possessions around him," she
said. "His shield would have been laid on
his chest and his sword at his side. Then
they would have filled the boat with stones
— and that's exactly what we found when
we excavated the site" she said.

The Mount Barker Caledonian Society Inc.
PO Box 998
MOUNT BARKER S.A. 5251

If undeliverable please return to:

Dig project co-director, Hannah Cobb,
stated "A Viking boat burial is an incredible
discovery, but in addition to that, the artefacts and preservation make this one of the
most important Norse graves ever excavated in Britain."

The archaeologists also unearthed part of a
shield, a bronze ring-pin, a whetstone from
Norway and Viking pottery at the site.
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Chief’s Chatter

G

Mount Barker
Caledonian Society Inc

reetings to you all, members and friends of the Society, and the
warmest wishes for the coming festive season and New Year.

At this time, Betty and I would like to thank all of you who came to the
town hall for Celtic Night and our installation, it was a fabulous night,
ably ‘MC’d’ by Trevor Powell, with awesome music and entertainment
from Inesheer, our own Pipe Band, and the Scott School of Highland
Dancing. We enjoyed the company of our guests and friends, and the
Address by George ‘You can take the man out of Scotland, but you
can’t take Scotland out of the man’ Haig. Thank you to all who contributed in any way to the setup, management and pull-down of the night.

2011 — 2012 Membership
Application for Membership
Membership renewal

Well Done!
Our next effort was the float in the Mount Barker Christmas Pageant. Up early to meet everyone at
Ann and Malcolm Ferguson’s place, decorate the truck kindly loaned by Dennis, distribute cars to
handy parking places near the finish, change into costume, eat breakfast of bacon and eggs – many
thanks Ann and Malcolm – then off to the oval to await the start. A half hour ride through the streets of
Mount Barker, madly waving to the excited crowd, distributing Band promotion pamphlets and getting
sunburnt followed and then we were back at Ann and Malcolm’s to dismantle and clean up. Thanks to
those who bravely sat up on the truck in costume and participated. Please consider giving an hour for
this next year so our tartan is well and truly anchored to the hay bales.

(Please tick appropriate box)

I, the undersigned, desire to be nominated as a member of the Mount Barker Caledonian Society
Inc., and agree, if elected, to be bound by the Rules of the Society.
Given Names: _____________________________

Surname: _____________________________

Then Betty and I had a visit to the Royal Caledonian Society St. Andrew’s supper Dance that night,
where the enthusiastic attendees were very delighted to hear our own Caitlin Fry give the St. Andrew’s Address. An ex-patriot South Australian Scot remarked that he had heard the best St. Andrew’s address he had ever encountered; well-done Caitlin! It was also nice to have our Secretary,
Mel Inglis, there as well.

Address: _________________________________

Date of Birth: __________________________

Suburb: __________________________________

Occupation: ___________________________

It was nice to see Junior Chieftain Di Franklin back on her feet at the pageant, albeit in a car! Di has
been recuperating from an operation and we wish her well.

State: _______ Postcode: _______

Pipe Major Tim Ferguson and I met with the Council events and Tourism Officers recently, to talk
about the grants given by the Council for the Celts on the Green Concert and the Highland Gathering.
We ventured to say that we would like the weekend to become a major ‘Scottish Festival’ with other
events organised around the central activities of the concert and Gathering. They liked the idea and
are prepared to lend their support and promotional expertise to create a ‘unique’ South Australian –
Mount Barker – event. We will be having talks with them after the 2012 Gathering.
18th

19th

2nd

Phone No.: _______________

Country of Birth: _______________________________

Mobile No.: _________________________

E-mail Address: __________________________________________________

Signature: _______________________________________________________

So, that leads us in to this coming event weekend, the
and
February, our
Celts on the
Green Concert and 51st Highland Gathering. Where will you be? There of course! But we need you to
lend a hand so please volunteer to do something before, during or after the events to make it more
enjoyable for us all. Ring Sonya Millar or Tim Ferguson if you can help beforehand, in putting up
advertising, selling tickets or just getting things set up. We also need gate people all weekend, car
park attendants, stall helpers and runners and plenty of helpers to pull it all down. We are aiming to
‘pull’ in at least 400 audience for the concert, but 500 would make a tidy profit! Get your friends to
agree to buy tickets from you, you never know, there may be a ticket sellers prize! Visit the Celts on
the Green website regularly to see latest news. The entertainment will be ‘top shelf’ and more of what
was asked for after last year’s.

Proposed by: ____________________________ Seconded by: ___________________________

The ‘thistle pickers’ have been hard at work at Past Chief Lorraine Scott’s place during each week

Please return to: The Secretary Mt. Barker Caledonian Society, PO Box 998 Mount Barker SA 5251
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X

MBCS Adult Membership

$15.00 p.a.

X

MBCS Family Membership

$25.00 p.a.

Date Approved

Member No.

Member Type

Payment

Receipt No.

Pocket Scottish History

~ Contact List ~

T

his pocket
sized book,
by Dr James
MacKay, condenses all the
important facts in
Scottish history
into an easy to
read format. It is
a comprehensive
reference book
for use at home
or in school, providing a fascinating and informative guide to all aspects of Scottish history.
A fascinating and comprehensive guide to the history of Scotland from Mesolithic hunters and fishermen, Celtic migrations, Romans, Christianity,
Kings, Queens, Clans, massacres, the Clearances,
the rise of Scottish nationalism, the world wars and
into the present century.
120 x 160 mm, 352 pages. Illustrated in colour with
drawings and photographs — £5.10.

Good for a Laugh
hen Hector's cat
died, he asked his
local minister if he could
bury it in the church cemetery. "Certainly not" said
the minister. Hector then
asked the Anglican minister and got the
same answer. The next day Hector met
his own minister who asked if he was still
trying to bury his cat. Hector told him that
in desperation he had even offered the
Jewish Rabbi fifty pounds to bury him but
he had refused too. The minister's face
immediately lit up. "Why didn't you tell me
it was a Kirk o’Scotland cat?"

W
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Society
Chief
Peter Stewart
8536 4014
Senior Chieftain
Nil
Junior Chieftain
Di Franklin
8188 0261
Immediate Past Chief & Treasurer
Roger Scott
8537 5202
Secretary
Mel Inglis
Function Booking Officer
Sarah McInness
8537 5003
Gathering Coordinator
Sonya Millar
8389 6741
Celts on the Green Coordinator
Tim Ferguson
8387 2817
Band
Pipe Major
Tim Ferguson
8387 2817
0412 336 763
Band Manager
Martin Ricketts
8389 1322
bandmanager@adam.com.au
All Correspondence
ALL Correspondence is to be addressed to:
PO Box 998
MOUNT BARKER S.A. 5251
Society Website
www.mtbarkerscots.org
Band Website
www.mbcs.s5.com
Celts on the Green Website
www.celtsonthegreen.com.au
Thistle Editor
David Porteous
8379 1943
Mount Barker Caledonian Society sincerely thanks

~ RE/MAX Hills & Country ~

and Mitre 10 have donated a great prize for the collection, so say ‘thanks for your support’ when you
shop there. The ladies have nearly finished the ‘bunch’ of thistles and word is getting around the other
Scottish groups of the endeavour, but Lorraine and the other ladies are not giving away their ‘secret
recipe’!
We intend to put out a ‘mini’ Thistle newsletter in January to you all and the other Societies and Scottish groups to remind everyone of the Gathering and Celts on the Green concert, so keep an eye out!
The Celtic night was very successful and we had over 80 people present, but we need you to be ready
to support your events next year. The Ceilidh is the second Saturday in May, the mid-winter Christmas is the second Saturday in July, the Celtic night is the second Saturday in November and the AGM
is the 2nd week in August (possibly Monday). We may even have a renewed Halloween event next
year if Sonya’s plans come to fruition! Remember that the Celts on the Green is the 18 th February and
the Gathering the next day!
A special word about our Pipe Band. Plans are in place for their attendance at the Australian Championships at Easter, 2012 in Ballarat, with accommodation booked and tunes well and truly being
learned. They have extra help with tutorage and now have black socks! Seriously, we wish them
every success and a large measure of good fun when they go! At the moment, they are plodding
through the large volume of pageant appearances around the district and surrounds. Merry Christmas
folks!
So, to you all, Betty and I wish you every joy of the Christmas season, a Happy Hogmanay and the
love of family and friends around you as the year comes to a close. To those of you or your family
who are ill or just not yourself, may the kindness of others and the spirit of the season uplift and heal
you so you may join with us in saying – “Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year”!

Peter Stewart
Chief

Dates for 2012

X
X
X
X
X
X

18 February — Celts on the Green Concert
19 February — 51st Gathering
12 May — Ceilidh
21 July — Mid-Winter Christmas
August — Annual General Meeting
10 November — Celtic Night

for printing this issue of the Thistle
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The Origin of Halloween:

2012 Celts on the Green

From the Celts to the Romans



S

ome historians trace the origin of Halloween back to the Celtic people of pre-medieval
Europe. The Celts of Ireland, Britain, and France divided their year into halves: the “light
half,” roughly consisting of the spring and summer months when days are longer and nights are
shorter, and the “dark half,” roughly consisting of the autumn and
winter months when days are shorter and nights are longer. Celts
celebrated the end of the light half of the year with the festival of
“Samhain” (pronounced sah-wen), which they observed during the
October/November lunar cycle. Following the Roman conquest of
Britain, British Celts adopted the Julian calendar and fixed the date
of Samhain’s observance to 1 November.
Costumes and treats were a traditional part of the Celtic celebration. Whilst Samhain began as a strictly Celtic festival, it is probable that aspects of Roman religion were incorporated into its observance over the four centuries of Roman rule in Britain (43-410
AD). For example, Pomona was the Roman goddess of fruit trees
and gardens. Her symbol was an apple. Some scholars believe
this may explain how candied apples and bobbing for apples became associated with Halloween (as Samhain was later renamed).


From Pagan to Christian

Dookin’ for Apples

As Christianity spread throughout the world, pagan holidays were either Christianized or forgotten.
Samhain was absorbed into Halloween. Costumes and gifts and bobbing for apples were preserved, incorporated into the new holiday. They remain a celebrated part of Halloween to this day.

Member Happenings
ongratulations to....Fiona and Brad Sappenberghs on the arrival of their second child Finlay
Robert, and all the best to the grandparents Lesley and Robert Anderson!

Lana and Andrew Stewart, son of Chief Peter and Betty who married in Scotty’s garden on 22
November. It was a lovely wedding with lovely weather and the garden looked great too. (Mother of
the Groom looked stunning in a cream and purple strapless gown). The happy couple also enjoyed a
honeymoon in New Zealand.
Gathering Coordinator Sonya and Scott Millar and Father Glynn all met up to celebrate their son
Tyrell’s wedding to Alex at Glenbarr on 8 October. A happy day had by all!
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elts on the Green offers a great family evening concert, showcasing the
best Australia has to offer, including the Borderers, Kinsale, Sycamore
Road, Catherine Fraser and Duncan Smith and, of course, the pipes and
drums.
This is an event that that you simply can’t afford to miss if you are a lover of
Celtic music, whether it be Irish, Scottish, Cape Bretton or Gaelic influences you enjoy, you will hear
it at the Celts on the Green concert.
As part of the 2012 Mt Barker Scottish festival, Celts on the Green is a must-see family event. If you
have any love for Celtic music or you’re simply looking for a great night out, bring your picnic rug, a
bottle of Adelaide’s finest (or Scotland's finest if you don't have to drive), sit back and enjoy as the
sun dips into the ocean and the stars shine on Adelaide's most spectacular outdoor evening Celtic
concert. We’ll bring the Highlands of the Celts to the Highlands of the Adelaide Hills.
The concert, held on the Mt Barker Oval, commences
at 7.00 pm and lasts for about three hours.

Other historians trace the origin of Halloween back to the ancient and enduring Christian tradition of
celebrating the lives of Christian martyrs on the anniversaries of their deaths. When Pope Boniface
IV reconsecrated the Pantheon in Rome on May 13, 609 AD, renaming it the “Church of St. Mary
and the Martyrs,” he established that anniversary as a day of celebratory remembrance for all of the
Church’s martyrs. Pope Gregory III later changed the date of remembrance to November 1 when
he dedicated a chapel in St. Peter’s Basilica to “all saints.” November 1 became All Saints Day,
otherwise known as All Hallow’s Day. The night before became All Hallow’s Eve (“Halloween”
being a colloquial contraction of that phrase). While Halloween began as a localized celebration,
Pope Gregory IV extended its observance to all of Christendom in the 9th Century AD.

C

C

Entry prices are $95.00 for a family of two adults and
two children; adults $35.00 each with $30.00 for concession holders. Children 16 and under cost $20.00
each, whilst children under 10 are free. Tickets are
available from all Venutix outlets from 15 December.
If you purchase your tickets through the Society, you
will be able to get them for a discounted rate of $30.00
for a limited time. This is a night not to be missed. Don’t be disappointed. Get your tickets early.

Celtic Night

W

hat a wonderful night! Our
Chief, Peter Stewart, who
formally invested during the
ning would have been very pleased
the turn-up.

new
was
evewith

The evening started with a most impressive
candle-light opening ceremony (top left) Chief Peter Stewart seals his Oath
with the aid of Band members and Past of Office on the dirk, watched by
his Good Lady, Betty
Chief Lorraine Scott. Then followed a
potted Grand March with many of those
present in costume. Pictured (left) are our
Web Master, Tony Hanchant Nichols and
his wife Dianne. As usual, we were well
entertained by the Band and Scotts Dancers (right), not to mention George Haigh’s
impressive address to the Haggis (left) —
Anderson’s, of course.
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Noel Gay — Song Writer and Composer

Glad to hear Sharon Gunther is recovering well after surgery

W

hilst not a Scottish poet, Noel Gay (15 July 1898 – 4 March 1954) who was born Reginald
Moxon Armitage, in conjunction with Robert Brown, wrote the catchy song “The Toorie on his
Bonnet”. The words were by Robert Brown, a British singer-songwriter, a finger style guitar player
based in the county of Suffolk.
To listen, visit http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=YmGETCZcYBI&feature=results_main&playnext=1&list=PL9C4BFA6E47A719EF

Ken Larwood, who has had to have a hip replacement is now up and running. Welcome back on
deck, Ken!

Gay also used the name Stanley Hill professionally. He was a successful British composer of popular
music of the 1930s and 1940s whose output comprised 45 songs as well as the music for 28 films and
26 London shows.

Glad to hear Lesley and Robert Anderson have returned from their holiday in Scotland. Pat Scott
will be pleased as, while he does a great job of cooking the Haggis, he is happy to hand over to Rob
and Lesley!

He had become music director and organist at St. Anne's Church in London's Soho by the age of
eighteen, prior to a brief period of military service during WW1 and then studies at Cambridge. He
had deputised for the choirmaster of Wakefield Cathedral from the age of eight, becoming honorary
deputy organist at twelve. Whilst at Cambridge, Gay's interest in religious music and composition
declined as that in musical comedy grew. He began writing popular songs, using the stage name
Noel Gay. According to Morley the name was derived "from a sign he read on a London bus in 1924:
'NOEL Coward and Maisie GAY in a new revue'." Gay's career blossomed due to his talent for writing
catchy, popular melodies in styles ranging from music hall to operetta.

Congratulations to Past Chief Roger Scott who was made Life Member at the AGM this year —an
honour well deserved.

Gay went on to write songs for revues by The Crazy Gang, and for star artists like Gracie Fields,
Flanagan and Allen and George Formby, as well as penning popular World War II songs such as "Run
Rabbit Run" (with lyrics by Ralph Butler) and “Lambeth Walk”.

THE TOORIE ON HIS BONNET

When he came home on furlough
To his wee bit but ‘n ben,
He met his bonnie Jeanie
And went roamin’ down the glen.
She said to him, Mactavish man
If you were true to me
Give me your old Glengarry
For there’s one thing I must see.
‘Twas the toorie on his bonnet
The wee red toorie on it
His red toorie-oorie-oorie oorie-ay
He left his kilt and sporran
And off he went tae war
In his red toorie-oorie-oorie oorie-ay.
And when swinging intae action
He’s the centre of attraction
The pride of bonnie Scotland
So they say
‘Twas not the moon nor skies
Or the way he rolled his eyes
‘Twas the toorie on his bonnet
The bonnie toorie on it
His red toorie-oorie-oorie oorie-ay
Aye, his red toorie-oorie oorie oorie-ay.

Mactavish was Pipe Major
In the Highland Scots Brigade,
And proudly led the regiment
When it was on parade.
He loved a Hieland lassie
And before he went away
She sewed a little keepsake
So he’d think of her each day.
‘Twas the toorie on his bonnet;
The wee red toorie on it
His red toorie-oorie oorie oorie-ay.
He left his kilt and sporran
And off he went tae war
In his red toorie-oorie-oorie oorie-ay.
And when swingin’ intae action,
He’s the center of attraction
The pride o’ bonnie Scotland
So they say.
What made the Gerrys run
It was not his Tommy gun;
‘Twas the toorie on his bonnet
The bonnie toorie on it
His red toorie-oorie-oorie oorie-ay.
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Past Chief, Lorraine Scott, has been very busy in the garden with weddings and the Open Gardens
function. The Open Garden was most successful this year raising several hundred dollars to help the
Pipe Band head to Ballarat next year.

Scotty, you need to brush up on the Scottish accent especially when Angus MacFadyen rings up.
Donations are sought for the Gathering Thistle Pick stall. Any items or cash donations will be gratefully accepted. Please contact Sonya on 83896741 or Scotty on 83911361.
The Thistle Pick ladies have had an absolute ball making over 1000 thistles and solving all the problems in the world amid much cake, coffee and laughter! Thistle making is not good figure wise, especially when Sonya is cooking but a good time is had by all.
A big thankyou must go to Joy Wundersitz, a friend of the Society who went to a great effort to run a
pot plant stall at Scottys open garden, it was a great success! Thankyou Joy!

The First Footer at Hogmanay

I

deally, the First Footer should be a tall, dark
stranger. He is the first person to set foot in the
house after midnight on New Year’s Day.

Traditionally, the First Footer brings gifts of a piece of
coal from his home fire, a silver coin, some whisky
and food — usually a piece of Dundee cake, Black
Bun or Shortbread. These, he presents to the head
of the household.
The Coal he presents with these words:
“I give you coal that you always may have fuel for
your fire”.
The silver coin he presents with the following words:
“I give you a silver coin that you always may have
money in your pocket”.
First Footing

He presents the food by saying:
“I give you some shortbread (or whatever) that you

always may have food for your table”.
Sometimes the First Footer will also bring a bottle of whisky. If this is presented, a toast is proposed to the New Year.
5

Band Notes

2012 Gathering

F

Thistle Pick Donations Required

ollowing the major success of winning
the Tanunda Band Competition, the
boys and girls of the Mt Barker Pipes and
Drums have been hard at work during the
busy times of the Christmas pageant season.

R

As you all
probably saw
(and heard) at the Celtic Night, the Band is coming along in leaps and
bounds, not to mention growing, with the wonderful Simeon and Joel
Doecke (pictured left) joining us on snare drums. We're all very proud of
the boys' debut, and look forward to seeing them in the ranks soon.
In preparation for the Australian Championships at Ballarat next year, we
have been delighted to receive tutoring from Barrey Niven and Craig Masson — in a short time
they've brought the Pipe Corps up a level (or five) and we really appreciate all the help they've been
giving us.
We are also incredibly humbled by the help we received from Pat and Lorraine Scott, who participated in the 2011 Open Garden scheme, with proceeds coming to the Band, and this year they raised
a considerable amount of funds that will help us go a long way!
But, 'tis the season for Christmas pageants, and so far the brave pipers and drummers have withstood
rain, hail and shine to bring cheer and good marching tunes to the towns of Mt Barker, Blackwood,
Norwood and Murray Bridge, with Goolwa, Tailem Bend, Woodside and Lobethal to go!

equired urgently to help raise
funds for the Highland Gathering
are donations of gifts suitable for the
Thistle Pick 2012. Gifts must be worth a
minimum of $2.00 and can suit all ages
and sexes. The Thistle Pick is one of our biggest fundraisers on the day
and all proceeds go to help pay for the day’s events.
Contact Sonya Millar on
magic01@virginbroadband.com.au or by phone (see page 11) before 30 January if you can help.
Help Required on the Day

C

an you give us a couple of hours of your time to help with the Highland Gathering on the day.
We have many jobs either on the day of set-up or on the day itself. If you are willing to help in
any way shape or form, please contact the Gathering Co-ordinator, Sonya Millar as soon as possible.
Cale Recipe Book

L

adies, chef's or just damn-good cooks, the Highland Gathering Committee wants your favourite
recipes for inclusion in the Cale's Cook Book. They can be sweet, savoury, old, new it doesn’t matter. We would just love you to share them with
us. Recipe Books will be compiled and then printed for sale to the general
public. Email to maghic01@virginbroadband.com.au or post Attention Highland Gathering Coordinator PO Box 998 Mt Barker 5251 as soon as possible.
Housekeeping

S

et on the beautiful Mt Barker Oval, the
entry fee for the Gathering is $10 adults
$8 concession/child $25 Family. Parking
within the grounds subject to availability — $5
per car. Gates open at 10.00 am for the public
with the official opening at 12.00 with massed
Bands.

We have also thrown in a performance at the Somerton Park Bowls Club for good measure, as well as
performing for the Woodside Army Cadets passing out parade, where the Band not only performed
well, but didn't seem to mind being drum majored by the pipe sergeant "on the hop"!
After the Mount Barker Pageant (Society Float pictured
right), the Band took an afternoon to relax with the annual
Band BBQ, which gave us a good chance to cool our
heels (and tease Caitlin Fry about her gourmet sausages).
As with every year, we had to try and choose our most
improved players, which is always difficult, but this year it
was especially hard because all the Band members have
been consistently giving 110%.
This year, the most improved piper was Gabrielle Doecke (with others in close second, such as Annie Doecke, Zoe Davis and Chris Forbes) with Roger Watson winning the most improved drummer.
Our highest placing competitive solo players were Michaela Doecke (piping) and Adam Smith
(drumming). Our pipers have also been regular performers and competitors at the R.U. Brown Piobaireachd Society meetings, with plenty of placings throughout the year.
The members of the Mount Barker Pipes and Drums wish everyone a happy and safe Christmas, and
look forward to seeing you all in the new year when we'll make you proud at the 2012 Australian
Championships!
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Ongauins

A

ctivities and performances include Pipe Band and Highland Dancing competitions and the Strong Man competition. Then there’s
the Caber Toss, Haggis Hurl and Knobbly Knees Competition each of
which are open to the public to participate in. The Border Celts, Adelaide
Country Dancers, Faire D'Ophelia, Society for Creative Anachronism, Sword Fighting and, Archers
will all be there. There will also be a Market Place with stalls galore, Clan Tents and much more.

Above all, don’t forget to come along on the day —
19 February, 2012 from 10.00 am.
SEE YOU THERE

Sonya Millar — Gathering Coordinator
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