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Chief’s report June 2011 

I t feels funny star ting this repor t by saying this is the last time I will write to you 
as your Chief.  The next thistle w ill be after the Annual General Meeting at which 

I have had someone indicate that they are prepared to take on this position.  I 

really appreciate the support I have had from so many people.  My Good Lady, 
Ann (I won`t have to call her th is much longer!!?) promised to help all she could 

when we discussed if I should take on this job in the first p lace.  There has been a lot for her to do, 

and on my own behalf, as well as that of the Society, I  would like to thank her immensely.  Lesley 
Anderson as Secretary and Sarah McInness as Treasurer have stuck with me for the four years I  
have been Chief and both have done a magnificent job.  Past Chief Lorraine Scott has put many 

hours into the Society as well.   There are many others I would like to thank, including those from other 
Clans and Societies as well, but I will simply say it has been a great four years I have been fortunate 
and honored to enjoy.  I have learnt a lot, had many good times and the odd one not so good.  Thank 

you all for your support and I trust you will support our new Chief in the same manner.  

Saturday 23 July is our Mid Winter Christmas at the Mount Barker Town Hall,  7.00 for a 7.30 start.   
You will surely be entertained by the music by Alan Nisbet.  This is another of our great fun functions 

and it would be nice to see the hall full for my last official function as Chief.  

Monday 8 August is our Annual General Meeting which commences at 7.30pm in the Lower Room of 

the Mount Barker Town Hall.  This is your Society and so you are most welcome to come along and 
have your say.  The meeting is normally fairly shor t, but not necessarily the coffee and tucker after-

wards! 

Thank you all for your support once again, I will continue to be involved in the Society, 

just in another role, so I will continue to see you all at each function to come.  

Roger Scott 
Chief 

Mid Winter Christmas 23 July 2011 

Come and enjoy a night of bagpipes, haggis (optional) Dancing (Highland included), music 

and general good fun. See you there 

When: 7.00 for 7.30 Piping in of Chief and Guests 

Where: Mount Barker Town Hall Gawler St 

M.C.: Peter Stewart 

Admission: $15, ($12 for members) 

Music: Alan Nisbet on his accordion 

Entertainment:  Mt Barker Caledonian Pipes and Drums 

 Scotts School of Highland Dancing 

Special Guest: Silly old fellow in the Red Suit! 
Supper: Something new for us.  Please bring a plate to share as we are having a pooled 

supper this time. 

Bookings: Sarah McInnes Ph. 8537 5003 
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Mount Barker  
Caledonian Society Inc 

2011 — 2012 Membership 

Application for Membership 
 

Membership renewal   

           (Please tick appropriate box) 

 

 

I, the undersigned, desire to be nominated as a member of the Mount Barker Caledonian Society 

Inc., and agree, if elected, to be bound by the Rules of the Society.  

 

 

Given Names: _____________________________  Surname: _____________________________ 
 

 

Address: _________________________________  Date of Birth: __________________________ 
 

 

Suburb: __________________________________  Occupation: ___________________________ 
 

 

State: _______ Postcode: _______  Country  of Birth: _______________________________  

 

Phone No.: _______________  Mobile No.: _________________________ 
 

 

E-mail Address: __________________________________________________ 
 

 

Signature: _______________________________________________________  

X MBCS Adult Membership    $15.00 p.a. 

X MBCS Family Membership    $25.00 p.a. 

Proposed by: ____________________________ Seconded by: ___________________________  

Date Approved Member No. Member Type Payment Receipt No. 

     

Please return to: The Secretary Mt. Barker Caledonian Society, PO Box 998 Mount Barker SA 5251  
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~ Contact List ~ 

Society 

Chief 

Roger Scott             8537 5202 

Senior Chieftain 

Peter Stewart             8536 4014 

Junior Chieftain 

Scott Millar              8389 6741 

Immediate Past Chief 

Ann Ferguson             8391 0340 

Secretary 

Lesley Anderson            8391 5375 

Treasurer & Function Booking Officer 

Sarah McInness            8537 5003 

Gathering Coordinator 

Sonya Millar             8389 6741 

Band 

Pipe Major 

Tim Ferguson             8387 2817 

         0412 336 763 

Band Manager 

Martin R icketts             8389 1322 

      bandmanager@adam.com.au  

All Correspondence 

ALL Correspondence is to be addressed to:  

PO Box 998 

MOUNT BARKER  S.A.  5251  

Society Website 

www.mtbarkerscots.org  

 

Thistle Editor 

David Porteous            8379 1943 

Mount Barker Caledonian Society  sincerely thanks 

~ RE/MAX Hills & Country ~ 
for printing this issue of the Thistle  

TTTHEHEHE   SSSKATINGKATINGKATING   MMMINISTERINISTERINISTER: T: T: THEHEHE   SSSTORYTORYTORY   BBBEHINDEHINDEHIND   

THETHETHE   PPPAINTINGAINTINGAINTING   

T he Skating Minister: The Story Behind the 
Painting: A hard winter's day at Duddingston 

Loch more than two centuries ago and the figure of 
Reverend Robert Walker enjoying himself skating is 
one of a select number of paintings that are imme-

diately recognisable.  
It is also one of the 
best-loved paintings 

in the Scottish na-

tional collection.  

Over the years, 
Henry  Raeburn's 
delightful painting of 
his fr iend ' the skating 

minister' has acquired 
iconic status.  Why  
did Scotland's pre-

mier portrait painter por tray him in such an extraor-
dinary way?  This book explores the relationship 
between ar tist and sitter, the time they lived in, the 

many famous people they knew, and the reasons 
why this intimate portrait has acquired such iconic 

status.  

Authors: Duncan Thomson with Lynne Gladstone-
Millar: Hardcover: There are 64 pages, 43 colour 

illustrations  

GGGOODOODOOD   FORFORFOR   AAA   LLLAUGHAUGHAUGH   

A  dog ran into a butcher shop in 
Dundee and grabbed some 

sirloin steak off the counter. But the 

butcher recognized the dog as be-
longing to a neighbour of his who 

happened to be a lawyer.  

The butcher called up his neighbour and said, "I f 
your dog stole steak from my butcher shop, would 

you be liable for the cost of the meat?"  The lawyer 
replied, "Of course, how much was the sirloin?"  
The butcher replied "£7.00." A few days later the 
butcher received a check in the mail for £7.00 — 

and an invoice that read "Legal Consultation Ser-

vice: £150.00."  

3 

 

Dates for 2011 

X 23 July — Mid-Winter Christmas  

  (see details previous page) 

X 8 August — Annual General Meeting 

  (to be held in the downstairs room in the Mt 
  Barker Town Hall} 

X 12 November — Celtic Night 

CCCAIRNPAPPLEAIRNPAPPLEAIRNPAPPLE   HHHILLILLILL   

O ne wonders what our ancient ancestors might 
th ink of us if they were to return today?  

Around 5000 years ago, the stone axe was at the 

cutting edge of the latest technology for Neolithic 
Man.  Perhaps it would be ourselves who would be in 
for a bit of a surprise.  Consider their system of 

aligned sites or ley-lines.  Even now, ar chaeologists 

are baffled as to how they achieved what they did.  

At the top of Cairnpapple Hill in West Lothian, just south of the Fir th of For th, around five thousand 
years ago, stood a henge with twenty-four wooden uprights.  In 1947, an archaeological dig exposed 
its complex history.  Even earlier,  this site was being used for cremations.  Who built the henge ,  and 

what ceremonies took place within it?  These are questions that remain under a shroud of mystery.  

Like Stonehenge, Cairnpapple (above right) lies on the intersection of ley -lines that existed long be-
fore the time of the Druids.  These invisible lines still criss-cross the country linking the sites of our 

ancient castles, churches, fords, henges and standing stones.  

No-one knows how this network of ancient h ighways, all as straight as a die, could have been possible 

in a time long before any roads, maps or surveying equipment existed.  Perhaps these ancient lines 
are more „live” than we realise.  Did our distant ancestors have powers we have long since lost?  Did 

they have the ability to send telepathic messages through the use of standing stones?  

A long time after the henge and its uprights fell into disuse, the site was used for burials. A grass-
covered concrete dome (see above) protects two ancient graves which we can access by a steep 
metal ladder.  The nor th grave is the most impressive and must have been for a very impor tant per-

son, possibly a woman.  She had been buried strewn with flowers and with a wooden face mask.  
Beside her lay a wooden club and two beaker pots.  The pots would have been filled with food or drink 

to sustain her on her long voyage. 
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CCCULLENULLENULLEN   SSSKINKKINKKINK   ———   RRRECIPEECIPEECIPE   FORFORFOR   FOURFOURFOUR   

C ullen Skink is a deliciously hear ty classic, or iginating from the little fishing village of Cullen on the 

Moray Firth in Scotland  

Ingredients 

 1tbsp olive or vegetable oil  

 1 leek, well rinsed, chopped and cut into rough 2cm cubes  
 1 litre homemade fish stock or reduced-salt fish stock cube (or half standard stock cube) dis-

solved in 1 litre of water  

 200g of peeled waxy potatoes cut into roughly 2cm cubes  
 300g undyed smoked haddock fillet (smoked cod can 

be substituted)  

 1 bay leaf 
 Freshly ground pepper 
 2tbs whipping cream 

 Roughly chopped chives  

Method 

 Warm the oil in a pan, add the chopped leek, cover 
and gently cook for a few minutes until soft. 

 Add the stock, bay leaf, potato and haddock. Season lightly with black pepper. 

 Bring to the boil and simmer for 15 minutes.  
 Remove the haddock from the pan with a slotted spoon. When the fish is cool enough to han-

dle, 

 remove any skin and bones, then flake the haddock back into the pan.  
 Blend a ladle full of the soup in a liquidizer and return to the pan.  
 Stir in the double cream and simmer for another 2 or 3 minutes.  

 Add more black pepper if necessary, then spr inkle with the chopped chives and serve.  

Serve with chunks of fresh wholemeal or granary bread. 

Recipes provided by Andrew Fairlie, chef at the world-famous Gleneagles Hotel for a tradit ional,  

hearty, family meal everyone can enjoy on a cold winter’s n ight sitt ing by the fire.  

Member Happenings 

O n Friday 6 May 2011, Sam Ferguson, wife of Pipe 
Major Tim, recently gave birth to a wee bairn, 

Ronan Gilchrist Crawford (pictured left), who weighed in 

at 7lbs 12oz.  Congratulations to all concerned for a job 
well done.  All that remains now is to decide whether young 
Ronan learns the Pipes or the Drums — or possibly both!  

A brother for Conner and a new grandson for Joyce and 

Roy Burgess and Ann and Malcolm Ferguson. 

Libby Day has had surgery over her leg and Past Chief 
Lorraine “Scotty” Scott is about to have knee surgery.   
Come on girls what have you been doing?  Too much Strip 

the Willow!!!!!  We all hope that a ll went well.   
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TTTHEHEHE   LLLEWISEWISEWIS   CCCHESSMENHESSMENHESSMEN   

A n exhibition -- “The Lewis Chessmen: Unmasked” -- is currently touring Scotland.  The most 
comprehensive exhibition of all 104 chessmen, it features chess pieces from both the Scottish 

and British Museums.  

In 1831, one of the most 
significant archaeological 

discoveries ever was made 
in Scotland.  New research 
suggests the pieces are 

likely to have been found at 
Mealasta a few miles south 
of Uig Strand which is the 
site of a medieval settle-

ment.   The pieces could 
have belonged to an impor-
tant local person such as a bishop or a clan chief.  What happened after the discovery is obscure, but 

the whole assemblage came into the hands of a dealer, Mr T.A. Forrest, supposedly for £30.  He ini-
tially showed it at the Scottish Antiquaries Society in Edinburgh who wanted to acquire it but couldn‟t 
raise the funds, so Mr Forrest approached the British Museum who bought 93 pieces for 80 guineas 

between November 1831 and January 1832.  The Lewis Chessmen, as they came to be known, date 
from the late 12th or early 13th century and consist of worked walrus ivory and whales' teeth in the 
forms of seated kings and queens, bishops, mounted knights, warders and pawns in the shape of 
obelisks.  The remaining 11 chessmen stayed in Scotland and have been exhibited by National Muse-

ums Scotland for many years.  

It is likely that the chessmen were made in Trondheim in Norway, where similar styles of carvings can 

be found on historic buildings.  Pieces resembling the Lewis Chessmen have been dug up in the town.  
They were probably made AD 1150-1200 when the Western Isles were part of Norway.  Scottish na-
tionalists have been campaigning to have the pieces restored to Scotland.  Former Scottish Culture 

Minister, Linda Fabiani,  went to London to view the chessmen and make a case, but was turned down 
as it would lead to other demands for the return of artefacts.  The chessmen, it was stated “were not 

plundered but bought.”   

The game played with the “ chessmen” may not have been chess at all but Hnfatafl (King‟s Table) a 
board game popular in Scandinavia at the time.  I t was known in Scandinavia before 400 A. D. and 
was carried by the Vikings to Greenland, Iceland, Ireland, Britain,  Wales and east to the Ukraine.  I t is,  

however, a lot more difficult to say “The Trondheim Hnfataflmen” than “The Lewis Chessmen” so it is 

better to stick to the latter even if that turns out to be not a strictly accurate description.  

Researched by Michael Sorokin Past President of the Robert Burns Society of SA  

CCCEILIDHEILIDHEILIDH   PPPHOTOSHOTOSHOTOS   

I f anyone has any photos from the Ceilidh back in May, would you either e-mail them to our Web 
Master, Tony Hanchant Nicholls at twohons@twohons.biz or post them to the Editor at 1a, Clear-

view Street, Beaumont, 5066 who will scan them and forward them on to Tony. 

Many thanks 
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LLLETTERETTERETTER   TOTOTO   THETHETHE   EEEDITORDITORDITOR   

T he follow ing letter has been received by your Editor from one of our far -flung members, Harry 

Young, who lives in Alice Spr ings.  

If you have something to communicate, you are most welcome to write a letter to the Editor.  Subject 

to room and the letter being in good taste, it will be published in a future issue of the Thistle.  
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The Thistle making ladies are flat out "Thisteling" several hundred now on the way but more volun-
teers would be gratefully received.  We hear  Viv keeps them all going w ith her delicious cakes.  They 

have given themselves a goal of creating 1000 thistles.  I f you would like to help give Scotty a ring of 
8391 1361.  I ts a fun group that  meets on a Wednesday and it would be great to have the thistles out 

of the way early.  

Lorraine and Pat’s garden featured 
on the ABC on Saturday 18 June.  

Our new “TV Star” — had quite a 
large segment in the Gardening 
Australia Show the other night.   
Lorraine was interviewed by Sophie 

Thomson in relation to having 
moved almost her entire garden 
over a six month period from their  

old home in the hear t of Mount 
Barker to their new home just out of 
town (pictured right).  The segment 

gave a wonderful “tour” of Lorraine‟s garden.  How much are you charging 

for your autograph, Lorraine?  

Another new arrival —  this time from our Chief‟s family.  Kayleigh Cath-

erine Scott (pictured left), daughter of Will and Sherri Scott and grand 
daughter of Roger and Ann was born at 12.34am on 30 June.  Little 
Kayleigh weighed in at 7 lb11oz and was 51cms long.  She has long legs — 

just made for Highland Dancing!  You have another customer, Sam.  Con-
gratulation to Mum and Dad — well Mum really, and little Kayleigh who 

made probably the hardest journey of her life!  

Please no more flower-pots to Scotty — she has more than enough for her 
plant stall at her Open Garden, but thanks everyone for their generous 

donation (Open Garden is on 29/30 October 2011)  

Pianola for Sale - $300, contact Sandy Diener on 8532 5767.  

The Society welcomes 2 new Directors — Mel Inglis and Tom 
McCutcheon.  We hope you enjoy your participation on our wonder ful Committee.  Congratulations 
are also in order for Lesley Anderson on her award — Lesley and her husband Robert are members 

of the Australian Goldwing Association, a motorcycle club.  At the National AGM in Broken Hill at 
Easter time Lesley was awarded the 'Club Person of the Year' trophy.  She received a beautifu l clock 
which is engraved and is hers to keep, but the Trophy has to be handed back after a year (at the AGM 

in Armidale NSW), but of course if has to be engraved with her details.   She was nominated by mem-
bers of her Chapter (Adelaide), for being someone who was always on hand to help and welcome new 
members and offer sympathy and understanding when needed.  I t was also mentioned that she was a 
'very entertaining lady'.  Lots of members reckoned they had never seen her stuck for words before, 

as she was when her name was called out at the presentation.  

Get well soon to Scott Millar who had a nasty accident and cracked his head open!  He's well on the 

road to recovery but still has a big headache.  Well done Sonya who is driving her husband up and 

down to work each day.  
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BBBANDANDAND   NNNOTESOTESOTES   

W inter has been a flurry of activity amongst the ranks of the Mount Barker 

Pipes and Drums, with preparations for mini-bands, concer ts and all sor ts!  

At the end of May, the Band well and truly "represented" at the APBA mini-bands, 
putting in three mini-bands and plenty of solo competitors.   Naturally, we came 
home with first and third for the bands, with the following solo competitors receiving 

placings:  

 Michaela Doecke — 1st place elementary piping  

 Jeremiah Doecke — 2nd place elementary piping  
 Adam Smith — 1st place elementary drumming  

 Micah Doecke — 2nd place elementary drumming  

There were a lot of very positive comments not only about our b ig turn out, but a lso the high quality of 
our playing.  Although we'll be sitting the next mini-band out, we will still have plenty of solo competi-

tors coming back for more!  

Soon the Band w ill be gracing the boards of the Adelaide Town Hall at the 'Legacy Remembers in 
2011 Concert' — we will be playing with the Australian Army Band and we will be joined by the won-

derful Scott's H ighland Dancers.  The concert w ill be held on Sunday, 17 July — phone 8231 9812 for 

tickets.  

We will be returning at the end of August to join the Australian Army band once again for the Adelaide 

Proms — more details to come!  

The Band have begun to prepare for the Australian Pipe Band Championships, being held in Ballarat,  
at Easter, 2012.  This means lots of concer t preparation and some fundraising to help members with 
accommodation, petrol, etc.  This is a great opportunity for the Band to represent the Society (and the 

State), so we'll be working very hard over the next ten months to make sure we can give it our best!  

The Band‟s Annual General Meeting w ill be on 27 July at the Hahndor f Town Hall from 7:30pm.  

P.S. Don't forget to check out our new Facebook page —  we need as many people as possible to 
"like" it so it can become a full b lown community page!  Visit th is link, or contact one of the Band mem-

bers to help you link onto it!  

http://www.facebook.com/#!/pages/Mount-Barker-Pipes-and-Drums/151201968284893  

HHHOWOWOW   DDDIDIDID   IIITTT   SSSTARTTARTTART???   

Q : Why are many coin banks shaped like pigs?  

A: Long ago, dishes and cookware in Europe were made of a dense orange clay called 'pygg'. 

When people saved coins in jars made of this clay, the jars became known as 'pygg banks.' When an 

English potter misunderstood the word, he made a bank that resembled a pig. And it caught on.  

Q: Why do men's clothes have buttons on the r ight while women's clothes have buttons on the left?  

A: When buttons were invented, they were very expensive and worn primarily by the rich. Because 
wealthy women were dressed by maids, dressmakers put the buttons on the maid's right.!  Since most 

people are right-handed, it is easier to push buttons on the right through holes on the left. And that's 

where women's buttons have remained since.  
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Museum thaws 100-year-old Scotch July 22, 2010 

A  number  of crates were recently recov-
ered that had been stored beneath the 

floor of a hut built by British explorer Sir Ernest 

Shackleton during his 1908 Antarctic expedi-
tion. Four of the crates were left in the ice, but 
one labelled Mackinlay's Rare Old Whisky  

(pictured right) was brought to the Canterbury 
Museum in Christchurch on New Zealand's 
South Island, where it is being thawed in a 

controlled environment- (pictured below) for  
analysis, not to be tasted.  
The whisky crate is on display in Christchurch, 
New Zealand. 

"When the guys were lifting it,  they reported 
the sound of sloshing and there was a smell of whisky in the freezer, so it is all boding pretty well," he 
said.  

An Antarctic Heritage Trust team that was restoring the explorer's hut found the crates in 2006, but 
couldn't immediately dislodge them because they were too deeply embedded in the ice.  
Drinks group Whyte & Mackay, the Scottish distillery that now owns the Mackinlay's brand, launched 

the bid to recover the whisky for samples to test and potentia lly use to relaunch the defunct scotch.  
"This was a blend so they are hopeful if there is 
enough alcohol left and it is in good condition, they 
may be able to analyse and hopefully replicate the 

liquid so in fact everyone could partake in th is," he 
said.  "I t has been put on ice for 100 years so I  
don't think it is too unromantic a suggestion. The 

reality is that it is very limited quantities and our 
focus is on the conservation and not the drinking."  
Shackleton's expedition ran shor t of supplies on its 

long ski trek to the South Pole from the northern 
Antarctic coast in 1907-09 and turned back about 
160km shor t of its goal.   The expedition sailed 
away in 1909 as w inter ice formed, leaving behind 

supplies - including the whisky and brandy. 
Whisky experts opened it to reveal 11 bottles of 
Mackinlay's scotch whisky which were carefully 

wrapped to protect them from the rigours of Shack-
leton's 1907 expedition.  
The original recipe for the blend no longer exists 

but distillers hope to be able to replicate it.  Master whisky blender Richard Paterson wants to be 
among those who get a chance to gauge its quality.  "It will be put into nosing glass which is shaped 
like a tulip and what I'll do is swirl it around and then I'll stick my nose right into the hear t of the glass 
and allow the aromas to rise," he said.  

"I'll be able to see a whisky that's not been smelt for over 100 years.  Now that has to be an honour, 
that has to be a privilege."  


