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Cullen Skink 

C ullen Skink is a delicious soup that, originates 

from the village of Cullen on the Moray Firth. 

Ingredients for 4 persons 

1tbsp olive or vegetable oil 
1 leek, well-rinsed, chopped and cut into 2cm slices 
1 litre homemade fish stock or reduced-salt fish 

stock cube (or half standard stock cube) 
dissolved in 1 litre of water 

200g of peeled waxy potatoes cut into 2cm cubes 
300g smoked cod 
1 bay leaf 
Freshly ground pepper 
2tbsp whipping cream 

Roughly chopped chives 

Method 

Warm the oil in a pan, add the chopped leek, cover 

and gently cook for a few minutes until soft. 

Add the stock, bay leaf, potato and cod.  Season 

lightly with black pepper. 

Bring to the boil and simmer for 15 minutes. 

Remove the cod from the pan with a slotted spoon.  

When the fish is cool enough to handle, remove 
any skin and bones, then flake the cod back into 

the pan. 

Blend about a cupful of the soup in a liquidizer and 

return to the pan. 

Stir in the double cream and simmer for another 2 

or 3 minutes. 

Add more black pepper if necessary, then sprinkle 

with the chopped chives and serve. 

Serve with chunks of fresh wholemeal or granary 

bread — delicious! 
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Dates for 2011 

X 19 February — Celts on the Green 

X 20 February — 50th Gathering 

X 7 May — Ceilidh (Note change of date) 

X 23 July — Mid-Winter Christmas 

X 8 August — Annual General Meeting 

X 12 November — Celtic Night 

Chief’s Report 

W elcome to another Caledonian New Year.  I trust each and every 
one of you had a pleasant and enjoyable New Year.  I had a 

really great time, busy as it was.  I had several St Andrews Nights as well 
as all the pageants to support.  As I have done for the last four years, I 
attended the Highland Games at Maryborough in Victoria on New Year’s 

Day.  This was their One Hundred and Fiftieth, a great day but I am starting to feel part of the 

furniture and enjoy catching up with everybody each year. 

Since then I have been very busy trying to put bums on the grass for our Celts on the 
Green, as well as all the other things that go with my part in our 50th Gathering.  It is most 
pleasing that we have such a vibrant and enthusiastic sub-committee, and I can assure you, 
many hours have been put into making both functions a success.  We have advertised far 
more widely this year and certainly hope that this will result in greater numbers attending 
than we have seen for many years.  At this stage, it seems we will have more stalls than for 
some time and, all in all, we have made every effort to make our Fiftieth most memorable.  If 
anyone can help in any way please let me know as we really need lots of extra helpers this 

year. 

Please note: we have had to change the date of our Ceilidh to the 7 of May as the hall was 

already booked for the14th.   

It is most pleasing that our membership keeps creeping up, one would expect it to be the 

other way.  As always, I look forward to meeting you all at all of our functions, 

Roger Scott 
Chief 
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Mount Barker  

2010 — 2011 Membership 

Application for Membership 
 

Membership renewal  

           (Please tick appropriate box) 

 

 

I, the undersigned, desire to be nominated as a member of the Mount Barker Caledonian Society 

Inc., and agree, if elected, to be bound by the Rules of the Society. 

 

 

Given Names: _____________________________  Surname: _____________________________ 
 

 

Address: _________________________________  Date of Birth: __________________________ 
 

 

Suburb: __________________________________  Occupation: ___________________________ 
 

 

State: _______ Postcode: _______  Country of Birth: _______________________________ 

 

Phone No.: _______________  Mobile No.: _________________________ 
 

 

E-mail Address: __________________________________________________ 
 

 

Signature: _______________________________________________________ 

X MBCS Adult Membership    $15.00 p.a. 

X MBCS Family Membership    $25.00 p.a. 

Proposed by: ____________________________ Seconded by: ___________________________ 

Date Approved Member No. Member Type Payment Receipt No. 

     

Please return to: The Secretary Mt. Barker Caledonian Society, PO Box 998 Mount Barker SA 5251 
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~ Contact List ~ 

Society 

Chief 

Roger Scott             8537 5202 

Senior Chieftain 

Peter Stewart             8536 4014 

Junior Chieftain 

Scott Millar             8389 6741 

Immediate Past Chief 

Ann Ferguson             8391 0340 

Secretary 

Lesley Anderson            8391 5375 

Treasurer & Function Booking Officer 

Sarah McInness            8537 5003 

Gathering Coordinator 

Sonya Millar             8389 6741 

Band 

Pipe Major 

Tim Ferguson             8387 2817 

         0412 336 763 

Band Manager 

Martin Ricketts             8389 1322 

      bandmanager@adam.com.au 

All Correspondence 

ALL Correspondence is to be addressed to: 

PO Box 998 

MOUNT BARKER  S.A.  5251 

Society Website 

www.mtbarkerscots.org 

 

Thistle Editor 

David Porteous             8379 1943 

Mount Barker Caledonian Society sincerely thanks 

~ RE/MAX Hills & Country ~ 
for printing this issue of the Thistle 

Book Review 

Lord James —  

Catherine Hermary-Vieille 

O f all Scotland's kings 
and queens, the story 

of Mary, Queen of Scots is 
the most enduring and ro-
mantic. While her marriages 
were undoubtedly political 
matches, they were also 
romantic, tragic loves. The first was to the Dauphin, 
Francis II of France, who died just 18 months after 
their marriage. She fell head over heels in love with 
her half first cousin Henry Stuart, Lord Darnley - but 
the marriage turned sour, and she may have aided 
in his murder. Finally, she married James Hepburn, 
4th Earl of Bothwell - who died in a Danish dun-

geon. 

It is the story of this third husband that Catherine 
Hermary-Vieille, the French historian and novelist, 
has tackled in her novel Lord James. First pub-
lished in France in 2005, the author has translated 
the book herself and is now published by Luath 
Press in Edinburgh. The story tells the life of Lord 
James - his early experiences, his military suc-
cesses, his ill-fated affair with Anna Rustung, and of 
course his growing affection for the young Queen of 

Scotland. 

The Belgian newspaper La Libre praised the novel 
as "A tumultuous novel, written with the scholar-
ship, the masterly construction and subtle sensual-

ity which have endeared the author to us." 

Good for a Laugh 

S mith climbs to the top of  
Mt. Sinai to get close 

enough to talk to God.  Looking 
up, he asks the Lord 'God, what 
does a million years mean to 
you?'  The Lord replies, 'A min-
ute.'  Smith asks, 'and what does 

a million dollars mean to you?' 

The Lord replies, 'a penny.' 

'Smith asks, 'Can I have a penny?' 

'The Lord replies, 'In a minute.' 
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New Members 

A  Happy New Year to all our readers and may it be a safe 
and healthy one too. 

As the Chief has stated in his report, our membership is 
creeping up. 

In this issue we extend a most sincere welcome to the three 
new members listed below. 

Of the three, Lennox Pawson joins our Editor, David Porte-
ous, as a second Past Chief of the Royal Caledonian Society of South Australia to 
join our ranks.  It is really good to see the various Caledonian Societies supporting 
each other. 

 Lennox Pawson 

 Brian Smith 

 Roger Watson 

We sincerely hope that each of you will have a long and happy association with 
“Mount Barker” and that you will join us at the various Society Functions we organ-
ise for our members each year and, perhaps, even see fit to take part in managing 
the Society by becoming a Committee Member. 

Celts on the Green Concert 

D on’t forget to come and see 
the Mount Barker oval on  

Saturday, 19 February transformed 
into an all-singing, all-dancing festi-
val celebrating traditional and con-
temporary Celtic music, featuring 
guest musicians and artists from 

South Australia and interstate 

Then, on Sunday 20 February is our 50th Gathering at the same venue 

This is just to serve as a reminder to support your Society who are putting these events 
on and to ensure that you get out and have some fun. 

Celts on the Green is part of the Mount Barker Caledonian Society 50th Gathering 
Celebration so get into the swing of things and come along — share the fun and share 
the limelight. 

These events only happen every fifty years so, unless you are very young, you are 
unlikely to be around to see the Centenary Gathering in 2061 or, if you are, you will 
probably be too old to enjoy it.  This promises to be something to tell you children and 
grand children about.  You will be able to say “I was there”! 

50 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=ey4jjucab&et=1104200673691&s=1392&e=001wVVDW_uOAknX-7SipNvuiyr37Tqcr3RXhIX3Q9wgHkW5M368Vubq3Pcz87Bzurh1lffIEUadqjKP9zXI1QLf7T3ZsekW4JQz6T9QRWn9unq0m6ULKbXxXEMktIUeEuONAOX-KvHTuyLopOw5WyB96WTpqPC7BMljFKi2h2RlkBw=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=ey4jjucab&et=1104200673691&s=1392&e=001wVVDW_uOAknX-7SipNvuiyr37Tqcr3RXhIX3Q9wgHkW5M368Vubq3Pcz87Bzurh1lffIEUadqjKP9zXI1QLf7T3ZsekW4JQz6T9QRWn9unq0m6ULKbXxXEMktIUeEuONAOX-KvHTuyLopOw5WyB96WTpqPC7BMljFKi2h2RlkBw=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=ey4jjucab&et=1104200673691&s=1392&e=001wVVDW_uOAknX-7SipNvuiyr37Tqcr3RXhIX3Q9wgHkW5M368Vubq3Pcz87Bzurh1lffIEUadqjKP9zXI1QLf7T3ZsekW4JQz6T9QRWn9unq0m6ULKbXxXEMktIUeEuONAOX-KvHTuyLopOw5WyB96WTpqPC7BMljFKi2h2RlkBw=
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Band Notes 

S ummer is certainly the busiest time of the year for the lads and lassies of the 
Pipe Band, with very little time off between Christmas and the New Year 

preparations for the Highland Gathering competitions. 

The Christmas Pageant season was as busy as ever, with an excellent turn-out for 
each of the nine pageants.  This was certainly a credit to our players and their faith-
ful chauffeurs.  (Some gluttons for punishment even helped our Southern Districts 

friends playing for the Credit Union pageant.).  The Band was always beautifully turned out and very 

patient with the variety of weather, terrain and traffic conditions thrust upon them! 

As always, we found time to hold our Band Christmas party, which included awards for players who 
have been putting in the "extra yards" over the year.  While everyone has been working very hard 
over 2010, the Most Improved Piper award went to Zoe Davis and the Most Improved Drummer 
award went to Tim Robinson, whom we only welcomed into our ranks a few months ago!  2010 also 
saw many of our players enter the competition field, with Mount Barker certainly making a consider-
able presence in the mini-band and solo competitions.  Our best competing player awards for 2010 

went to Jeremiah Doecke (piping) and Micah Doecke (drumming.) 

In the first week of January, the Australian Pipe Band Association held their inaugural Summer 
School, featuring some of the best tutors from Australia, Canada and Scotland.  Three of our players; 
Micah, Jeremiah and Michaela Doecke each won scholarships to attend the Summer School, with 
the adjudicators especially impressed with their written applications.  They certainly enjoyed every 
minute of the school and took every opportunity to meet with a variety of tutors, bringing home plenty 

of new ideas for the Band! 

The Band are now hard at work (and play) preparing for the Mount Barker contest at the Hahndorf 
Town Hall (which has been doubling as a sauna these last few weeks — at least the kilts will fit bet-

ter!)   

We currently have a competition band of 11 pipers and 5 drummers.  This includes some of our 
youngest players, as well as Chris, Roger and Adam from the Southern Districts Pipe Band, and 
Grahame from the Onkaparinga Pipe Band joining us on bass.  Meanwhile, our existing players have 
been working very hard to improve their own playing.  Where, in the past, we chose the "best" to com-
pete, this year we will be fielding our entire competition corps. We will be taking this corps to interstate 

competitions in the coming year, so we certainly hope to be the “Band to watch” for 2011! 

Combined Port Adelaide/Mount Barker Burns Night 

O n 22 January the Port Adelaide and the Mount Barker Caledonian 
Societies held their annual combined Burns Night at the Port Ade-

laide Caledonian Society Hall. 

The night was attended by Mount Barker Chief, Roger Scott, and mem-
bers of the Mount Barker Caledonian Society Pipe Band — the official 

band for the evening. 

One of the highlights of the evening was the installation of the new Chief 
of the Port Adelaide Caledonian Society, Jenny Niven.  Jenny was for-
mally installed as Chief by Past Port Adelaide Chief Steven Burgess 

(pictured left pinning the Chief’s Badge on the Worthy Chief). 
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No Burns Night would be complete without addressing the Haggis.  The Haggis was addressed in 
traditional manner by Port Adelaide’s Donald Macaulay, assisted by Chiefs Niven and Scott 

(pictured left below). 

It was a pity that a few more members 
from Mt Barker were not in attendance 
but, that said, the hall was full with Port 
Adelaide Members and guests and a 

great night was had by all. 

Caitlin Fry, a member of the Mount 
Barker Pipe Band gave the Immortal 
Memory and, from all accounts, she ex-
celled herself.  If she is not careful she 

might get the job again. 

In fact, at the Burns Celebration at the 
Burnside Library on the following Satur-
day, Caitlin was asked to stand in for no 

lesser a per-
sonage than 
Tom Haigh,  
who was a 
last minute 
apology, to 
recite Tam 
O ’ S h a n t e r 
which she 
did extraordi-
nary well — 

in English.   

Well done 

Caitlin! The Mount Barker Caledonian Society Pipe Band in full swing 

Some of the crowd at the Combined Burns Night 


