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Continued from page 3 

Our Editor, David Porteous, has had a wee op-
eration to mend a torn tendon (third time) and 
biceps muscle in his right shoulder (see picture 
below).  His Good Lady, Eunice, is in respite care 

until early January 2011 to allow things to heal. 

Chief Roger Scott was responsible for designing 
the side-show ally for the Wistow Show, including 
a game called ókilla ratô which proved to be very 

popular with both competitors and spectators. 

At the Callington Show, which is the show-piece 
for the Working Draught Horse Association, of 
which Ann Scott, the Chiefôs Lady, is the Secre-
tary/Treasurer, Chief Roger Scott with his horse, 
Fleur (the pink horse) achieved two 3rd prizes 
against very stiff competition.  And ð no ð there 
were more than three horses in the competition. 
Young Uctred, Rogerôs not-so-little pride and joy, 
enjoyed a day of patting and carrots.  Late in the 
day he fell asleep on his feet, with a carrot still in 

his mouth, much to the great delight of the public. 

Have you visited the Society web site 
www.mtbarkerscots.org recently?  Webmaster, 
Tony Hanchant-Nichols, has put a whole lot of 
photos of the Societyôs Celtic Night on the site as 

well as photos of several other Society events. 

The Society was well represented at the recent 
Norwood Pageant by Chief Roger Scott (far right) 
and our Editor, David Porteous, (second from the 
left).  Others in the group are Mick Murphy,  
Malcolm Lobban, Janet Marsh and Hamy 
Marcelin.  John McNeil also marched but was 

behind the camera taking this photo. 
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Chiefs Report Christmas 2010Chiefs Report Christmas 2010  

A t one o`clock on the afternoon before our Celtic Night, I received a phone 
call from Lesley Anderson to tell me that Robert had just gone to make the 

haggis only to find all the oatmeal was ruined.  This meant that all the meat he 
had thawed would now be ruined also.  My first reaction was deep sympathy for 
Robert, but then I thought I had better see what we could do to rectify the situa-

tion.  A quick call to my Good Lady ensued, and, after a pause, she suggested she could make Scotch 
Collop of Beef.  She then had to get in the car and drive into Mt Barker to purchase the necessary 
ingredients.  A rather full-on morning in the kitchen next day saw us all sumptuously fed that night  
Some were a little concerned when they received plastic knives and forks to eat beef, but found it fell 

apart, so well was it cooked. 

I always feel the success of a night can be judged by the number of people still there at the end.  
Once again, it was ómostô and I did notice that many also helped in the pack-up afterwards.  Thank 
you!  The Pipe Band and Highland dancers excelled once again and I am constantly reminded how 
lucky we are to have them.  Tom Haig did another sterling job as M.C. but was a bit naughty when, 
without any notice at all, he asked the Band to play Black Bear as they left for the last time.  They rose 
to the occasion and every one of them (including the wee lassies who have not been in the Band all 
that long) played on the way out.  Thanks also to George Haig for entering into the spirit, and his ad-

dress to a stuffed leather bag was a joy to us all. 

Now, onto our next two really major events.   They are of course the Celts on the Green on Saturday 
night, 19 February, and then our 50th Highland Gathering on Sunday, 20 February 2011.  I will not say 
a lot here as there is more elsewhere in this edition of the Thistle, but this year we will need more 
volunteers again; so if you or any of your friends, or even anybody you just talk to can help, we really 
do need lots of help.  For Celts on the Green, tickets will be available through Venutix at $35.00 each.  
When people start checking out the Fringe site they will probably sell rather quickly.  We do, however, 
have 250 tickets available for friends and family of the Society for the bargain price of $28.00 each.  
You can contact myself or any other director for these, but we do need your names and money as 

soon as possible for those wishing to participate. 

Before closing, I need to mention the passing of Sam Cunningham.  Whilst I only knew him for a rela-
tively short time his singing was truly outstanding and enjoyed by so many.  I am fortunate to have one 

of his CD`s and if anyone would like one I am sure I could organize it for them. 

As always, I truly look forward to seeing you all again late February at the Gathering. 

Roger Scott, Chief 

New MembersNew Members  

O ur Society continues to be blessed with new members ð people that 
are proud of their Scottishness and want to maintain the traditions of 

their heritage. 

We are delighted to welcome four new members since our last missive: 

ĕ William and Sherri Scott and  

ĕ Bob and Trish Fisher. 
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Mount Barker  

2010 ñ 2011 Membership 

Application for Membership 
 

Membership renewal  

           (Please tick appropriate box) 

 

 

I, the undersigned, desire to be nominated as a member of the Mount Barker Caledonian Society 

Inc., and agree, if elected, to be bound by the Rules of the Society. 

 

 

Given Names: _____________________________  Surname: _____________________________ 
 

 

Address: _________________________________  Date of Birth: __________________________ 
 

 

Suburb: __________________________________  Occupation: ___________________________ 
 

 

State: _______ Postcode: _______  Country of Birth: _______________________________ 

 

Phone No.: _______________  Mobile No.: _________________________ 
 

 

E-mail Address: __________________________________________________ 
 

 

Signature: _______________________________________________________ 

X  MBCS Adult Membership    $15.00 p.a. 

X  MBCS Family Membership    $25.00 p.a. 

Proposed by: ____________________________ Seconded by: ___________________________ 

Date Approved Member No. Member Type Payment Receipt No. 

     

Please return to: The Secretary Mt. Barker Caledonian Society, PO Box 998 Mount Barker SA 5251 
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~ Contact List ~ 

Society 

Chief 

Roger Scott             8537 5202 

Senior Chieftain 

Peter Stewart             8536 4014 

Junior Chieftain 

Scott Millar             8389 6741 

Immediate Past Chief 

Ann Ferguson             8391 0340 

Secretary 

Lesley Anderson            8391 5375 

Treasurer & Function Booking Officer 

Sarah McInness            8537 5003 

Gathering Coordinator 

Sonya Millar             8389 6741 

Pipe Band 

Pipe Major 

Tim Ferguson             8387 2817 

         0412 336 763 

Band Manager 

Martin Ricketts             8389 1322 

      bandmanager@adam.com.au 

All Correspondence 

ALL Correspondence is to be addressed to: 

PO Box 998 

MOUNT BARKER  S.A.  5251 

Society Website 

www.mtbarkerscots.org 
 

Thistle Editor 

David Porteous             8379 1943 

Mount Barker Caledonian Society sincerely thanks 

~ RE/MAX Hills & Country ~ 
for printing this issue of the Thistle 

ADDRESS TO A HAGGIS 
(S.A. Fritz ñ The Aussie Haggis) 

Fair dinkum your trusting honest dial, 
Oô humungus boss of the sausage smile, 

Over them all you stand with style ð 
Camel, donkey and guts, 

I reckon youôll make it all worth while 
If thereôs no ifs or buts. 

On knife nicked cutting board you lay; 
Your orange skin, tight, shiny display; 

Your string, would hold his pants at bay  
When belts were lost, 

And good old tomato sauce holds sway 
At any cost. 

His knife is raised under outback sun  
And cuts and slices with gleeful fun 
Parting him from his lifelong bung 

Like any Fritz 
An then, oh what have we done 

Saucy ð-tasty bits. 

Then in like Flynn, to fill their plate, 
Pushing and shoving in frenzied state, 
óTil belliesô were full, there hunger sate 

A beerôs the go; 
Then some good old bloke brings in a crate 

And starts the show. 

Is there that over his Barnacle Billsô 
Or Hungry Jacks thatôd choke a chook 
Or KFC that would make you chunder 

With perfect disgust 
Look down with sneering, scornful view 

On such a bash? 

Poor devil, see him oôer his spaghetti bog 
As skinny as a drought torn frog; 

His legs as thin as a good eye lash 
His fist gnarled 

Through bloody floods or fires to dash 
Oh how unfit. 

But mark the Bronzed man ð Bung Fritz fed; 
The long drop fears his trembling tread; 

Clap in his ample fist a trowel 
He will dig it deeper 

And arms and legs will hold him up 
While groaning bowel. 

You powers, who make Aussies your care 
And dish them out their bill of fare 
Young Oz wants no alien ware 

That splashes in small foam containers; 
But if you wish her grateful prayer 

Give her a Fritz Sanger. 

Composed by Neville Dick of Clan Keith in response to the 
Haggis shortage for St Andrews Day, 2010.  Reproduced here 
with his kind permission. 
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Dates for 2011  

X  19 February �²  Celts on the Green Concert  
(see page 8 for details) 

X  20 February �²  50th Gathering  
(see page 9 for details) 

X  14 May �²  Ceilidh  

X  23 July �²  Mid-Winter Christmas  

X  8 August �²  Annual General Meeting  

X  12 November �²  Celtic Night  

Member HappeningsMember Happenings  

O ur Society is all about people.  Without its members, our Society would not exist.  We love to 

hear about all your happenings ð be they great or small.  Keep those news snippets coming in. 

Our Treasurer, Sarah McInness (pictured left) and her husband Michael had some  
exciting news recently.  Between them they have produced the newest future member of 
our Society, Oliver Thomas who was born on 15 October.  Mind you though, we know 
who did most of the work (and it wasnôt Michael).  Notwithstanding, hearty  
congratulations to you both on the arrival of your new wee bairn ð a brother and play-

mate for little Isaac.  Mum and babe are both doing fine. 

Our Worthy Chief, Roger Scott, has been making a name for himself of late in a rather unlikely field 
ð poetry.  Roger won first prize at the inaugural Wistow Show, winning the Wistonian Poetry Compe-
tition.  The original competition was a draw between two contestants and a ñverse offò was called by 
the judge.  The two contestants had to compose a verse in moments to be judged.  In his usual fash-
ion, Roger put together some rhyming lines to win the comp...  A blue ribbon well won. And we all 

know how Roger can use words!!!! 

Not to be outdone by her Guidman, Rogerôs Good Lady, Ann, also won first prize at the Wistow Show 
ð for her Sausage Rolls.  Sorry, the recipe is a family secret and no amount of tickling will get her to 
reveal the secret ingredients.  Personally, I always find that a worry.  Just what did go into those  
sausage rolls?  Seriously though, knowing Ann, I feel sure that it was all wholesome.  Annôs version is 

ð ñBecause she can never really remember exactly what she did and never does it twice by designò. 

Continued on page 12 


