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Our Editor, David Porteous, has had a wee operation to mend a torn tendon (third time) and
biceps muscle in his right shoulder (see picture
below). His Good Lady, Eunice, is in respite care
until early January 2011 to allow things to heal.
Chief Roger Scott was responsible for designing
the side-show ally for the Wistow Show, including
a game called „killa rat‟ which proved to be very
popular with both competitors and spectators.

Mt Barker Caledonian Society

Thistle

At the Callington Show, which is the show-piece
for the Working Draught Horse Association, of
which Ann Scott, the Chief‟s Lady, is the Secretary/Treasurer, Chief Roger Scott with his horse,
Fleur (the pink horse) achieved two 3rd prizes
against very stiff competition. And — no — there
were more than three horses in the competition.
Young Uctred, Roger‟s not-so-little pride and joy,
enjoyed a day of patting and carrots. Late in the
day he fell asleep on his feet, with a carrot still in
his mouth, much to the great delight of the public.

The Mount Barker Caledonian Society Inc.
PO Box 998
MOUNT BARKER S.A. 5251

If undeliverable please return to:

Have you visited the Society web site
www.mtbarkerscots.org recently? Webmaster,
Tony Hanchant-Nichols, has put a whole lot of
photos of the Society‟s Celtic Night on the site as
well as photos of several other Society events.

The Society was well represented at the recent
Norwood Pageant by Chief Roger Scott (far right)
and our Editor, David Porteous, (second from the
left). Others in the group are Mick Murphy,
Malcolm Lobban, Janet Marsh and Hamy
Marcelin. John McNeil also marched but was
behind the camera taking this photo.
12

December 2010

Chiefs Report Christmas 2010

A

Mount Barker

t one o`clock on the afternoon before our Celtic Night, I received a phone
call from Lesley Anderson to tell me that Robert had just gone to make the
haggis only to find all the oatmeal was ruined. This meant that all the meat he
had thawed would now be ruined also. My first reaction was deep sympathy for
Robert, but then I thought I had better see what we could do to rectify the situation. A quick call to my Good Lady ensued, and, after a pause, she suggested she could make Scotch
Collop of Beef. She then had to get in the car and drive into Mt Barker to purchase the necessary
ingredients. A rather full-on morning in the kitchen next day saw us all sumptuously fed that night
Some were a little concerned when they received plastic knives and forks to eat beef, but found it fell
apart, so well was it cooked.
I always feel the success of a night can be judged by the number of people still there at the end.
Once again, it was „most‟ and I did notice that many also helped in the pack-up afterwards. Thank
you! The Pipe Band and Highland dancers excelled once again and I am constantly reminded how
lucky we are to have them. Tom Haig did another sterling job as M.C. but was a bit naughty when,
without any notice at all, he asked the Band to play Black Bear as they left for the last time. They rose
to the occasion and every one of them (including the wee lassies who have not been in the Band all
that long) played on the way out. Thanks also to George Haig for entering into the spirit, and his address to a stuffed leather bag was a joy to us all.
Now, onto our next two really major events. They are of course the Celts on the Green on Saturday
night, 19 February, and then our 50th Highland Gathering on Sunday, 20 February 2011. I will not say
a lot here as there is more elsewhere in this edition of the Thistle, but this year we will need more
volunteers again; so if you or any of your friends, or even anybody you just talk to can help, we really
do need lots of help. For Celts on the Green, tickets will be available through Venutix at $35.00 each.
When people start checking out the Fringe site they will probably sell rather quickly. We do, however,
have 250 tickets available for friends and family of the Society for the bargain price of $28.00 each.
You can contact myself or any other director for these, but we do need your names and money as
soon as possible for those wishing to participate.
Before closing, I need to mention the passing of Sam Cunningham. Whilst I only knew him for a relatively short time his singing was truly outstanding and enjoyed by so many. I am fortunate to have one
of his CD`s and if anyone would like one I am sure I could organize it for them.

2010 — 2011 Membership
Application for Membership
Membership renewal
(Please tick appropriate box)

I, the undersigned, desire to be nominated as a member of the Mount Barker Caledonian Society
Inc., and agree, if elected, to be bound by the Rules of the Society.
Given Names: _____________________________

Surname: _____________________________

Address: _________________________________

Date of Birth: __________________________

Suburb: __________________________________

Occupation: ___________________________

State: _______ Postcode: _______
Phone No.: _______________

Country of Birth: _______________________________

Mobile No.: _________________________

E-mail Address: __________________________________________________

As always, I truly look forward to seeing you all again late February at the Gathering.
Signature: _______________________________________________________

Roger Scott, Chief
New Members

O

ur Society continues to be blessed with new members — people that
are proud of their Scottishness and want to maintain the traditions of
their heritage.

X

MBCS Adult Membership

$15.00 p.a.

X

MBCS Family Membership

$25.00 p.a.

Proposed by: ____________________________ Seconded by: ___________________________
Date Approved

Member No.

Member Type

Payment

Receipt No.

We are delighted to welcome four new members since our last missive:


William and Sherri Scott and



Bob and Trish Fisher.
2

Please return to: The Secretary Mt. Barker Caledonian Society, PO Box 998 Mount Barker SA 5251
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ADDRESS TO A HAGGIS
(S.A. Fritz — The Aussie Haggis)

Member Happenings

~ Contact List ~

O

Society

Fair dinkum your trusting honest dial,
O‟ humungus boss of the sausage smile,
Over them all you stand with style —
Camel, donkey and guts,
I reckon you‟ll make it all worth while
If there‟s no ifs or buts.

Chief
Roger Scott

8537 5202

Senior Chieftain
Peter Stewart

On knife nicked cutting board you lay;
Your orange skin, tight, shiny display;
Your string, would hold his pants at bay
When belts were lost,
And good old tomato sauce holds sway
At any cost.

8536 4014

Junior Chieftain
Scott Millar

8389 6741

Immediate Past Chief
Ann Ferguson

His knife is raised under outback sun
And cuts and slices with gleeful fun
Parting him from his lifelong bung
Like any Fritz
An then, oh what have we done
Saucy —-tasty bits.

8391 0340

Secretary
Lesley Anderson

8391 5375

Treasurer & Function Booking Officer
Sarah McInness

Then in like Flynn, to fill their plate,
Pushing and shoving in frenzied state,
„Til bellies‟ were full, there hunger sate
A beer‟s the go;
Then some good old bloke brings in a crate
And starts the show.

8537 5003

Gathering Coordinator
Sonya Millar

8389 6741

ur Society is all about people. Without its members, our Society would not exist. We love to
hear about all your happenings — be they great or small. Keep those news snippets coming in.
Our Treasurer, Sarah McInness (pictured left) and her husband Michael had some
exciting news recently. Between them they have produced the newest future member of
our Society, Oliver Thomas who was born on 15 October. Mind you though, we know
who did most of the work (and it wasn‟t Michael). Notwithstanding, hearty
congratulations to you both on the arrival of your new wee bairn — a brother and playmate for little Isaac. Mum and babe are both doing fine.

Our Worthy Chief, Roger Scott, has been making a name for himself of late in a rather unlikely field
— poetry. Roger won first prize at the inaugural Wistow Show, winning the Wistonian Poetry Competition. The original competition was a draw between two contestants and a “verse off” was called by
the judge. The two contestants had to compose a verse in moments to be judged. In his usual fashion, Roger put together some rhyming lines to win the comp... A blue ribbon well won. And we all
know how Roger can use words!!!!
Not to be outdone by her Guidman, Roger‟s Good Lady, Ann, also won first prize at the Wistow Show
— for her Sausage Rolls. Sorry, the recipe is a family secret and no amount of tickling will get her to
reveal the secret ingredients. Personally, I always find that a worry. Just what did go into those
sausage rolls? Seriously though, knowing Ann, I feel sure that it was all wholesome. Ann‟s version is
— “Because she can never really remember exactly what she did and never does it twice by design”.
Continued on page 12

Pipe Band
Pipe Major

Is there that over his Barnacle Bills‟
Or Hungry Jacks that‟d choke a chook
Or KFC that would make you chunder
With perfect disgust
Look down with sneering, scornful view
On such a bash?

Tim Ferguson

8387 2817
0412 336 763

Band Manager
Martin Ricketts

Poor devil, see him o‟er his spaghetti bog
As skinny as a drought torn frog;
His legs as thin as a good eye lash
His fist gnarled
Through bloody floods or fires to dash
Oh how unfit.

8389 1322
bandmanager@adam.com.au

All Correspondence
ALL Correspondence is to be addressed to:

Dates for 2011

X
X

PO Box 998

But mark the Bronzed man — Bung Fritz fed;
The long drop fears his trembling tread;
Clap in his ample fist a trowel
He will dig it deeper
And arms and legs will hold him up
While groaning bowel.

MOUNT BARKER S.A. 5251
Society Website

www.mtbarkerscots.org

You powers, who make Aussies your care
And dish them out their bill of fare
Young Oz wants no alien ware
That splashes in small foam containers;
But if you wish her grateful prayer
Give her a Fritz Sanger.

Thistle Editor
David Porteous

8379 1943

Mount Barker Caledonian Society sincerely thanks

Composed by Neville Dick of Clan Keith in response to the
Haggis shortage for St Andrews Day, 2010. Reproduced here
with his kind permission.
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~ RE/MAX Hills & Country ~

19 February — Celts on the Green Concert
(see page 8 for details)
20 February — 50th Gathering
(see page 9 for details)

X

14 May — Ceilidh

X

23 July — Mid-Winter Christmas

X

8 August — Annual General Meeting

X

12 November — Celtic Night

for printing this issue of the Thistle
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Kilt Cover Up

Highland Gathering

he Scottish Tartan Authority slammed the
practice of wearing nothing under the
traditional outfit and said it could even cause
harm. Director Brian Wilton said kilt-wearers
should have the "common sense" to realise
they should don underwear beneath their country's national dress. He said: "The idea that
you are not a real Scot unless you are bare
under your kilt should be thrown into the same
wastepaper basket as the idea that you're not a
real Scot unless you put salt on your porridge.”

The Mount Barker Caledonian Society are proud to present the 50th Highland Gathering, bringing the heart of the Highlands to the heart of the Hills.

T

"People should not be browbeaten into believing that nonsense. Just because Highlanders
wore nothing in the days before Y-fronts were
invented doesn't mean that we, in the 21st
century, should wear nothing too. Sending
children up chimneys is traditional too, but we don't do it now and the same should apply to wearing
nothing under a kilt. Common sense and decency suggest that for the majority of occasions one
should wear under the kilt what one would wear under a pair of trousers. You only have to ask hire
specialists about the problems they have cleaning their kilts. We have heard quite a few hygiene horror stories."
But the idea has been blasted by livid Scots, who slammed the comments and insisted there was
nothing wrong with keeping things the way they were. Former Formula One racing driver David
Coulthard, 39, of Twynholm, Kirkcudbrightshire, said the practice should not be messed with. He said:
"Kilts are from the past and so is the tradition of not wearing any underwear. I'm proud to be a true
Scotsman. It's a tradition that should be left alone. I have about five kilts. I've been wearing kilts
since I was a little boy and will continue to wear my kilts in the time-honoured fashion. There is nothing childish or unhygienic about it."
Inverness-based kilt maker Ian Chisholm, a spokesman for the Scottish Kilt Makers' Association,
agreed with the racing legend. He said: "The tradition of no underwear being worn was a stipulation
of Scottish military regulation. To say it is unhygienic is wrong. The freedom of movement is healthy.
We always tell customers to wear nothing under the kilt if everything is in good working order."
Earlier this month, tennis ace Andy Murray revealed he had been made to wear pants under his kilt at
brother Jamie's wedding at Cromlix House, near Dunblane, Perthshire.

Held at the Mount Barker oval, less than half an hour‟s drive from the City,
this all-ages event encompasses the best of Celtic dance, music and sport.
The main arena at the oval will be a continuous hub of activity, with demonstrations of Scottish Country Dancing and Celtic broadsword displays. The
Gathering will also host various contests with Pipe Bands, Highland Dancers and Strong Men coming
to compete, perform and display their amazing skills. The 2011 South Australian Pipe Band Association Championships will bring together bands from across South Australia and interstate, culminating
in the magnificent massed pipes and drums at the opening and closing ceremonies.
The 2011 Strong Men competition will see a variety of unique events, such as heavy stone lifting, ute
pulling and other things you definitely shouldn‟t try at home! Meanwhile, South Australia‟s premier
Highland Dancing competitors will leap and fling their way throughout the day‟s events at the dance
stage.
But the fun activities aren‟t just for the serious competitors, there‟s also plenty for everyone to try,
including traditional Highland Games such as the Tug-O-War and Caber Tossing. There‟ll also be
plenty to see and do around the arena, with lots of interesting stalls and children‟s activities. You
might even be able to catch yourself some haggis!
It would not be a „Gathering‟ without bringing together the various Clan groups and Scottish societies
from across South Australia. They will be available to provide information about their history, background and whether you might be a long-lost relative! These groups can be seen in all their glory as
the massed bands accompany them in the Grand March.
Why just have a great day when you can have a great weekend? Begin the Celtic celebrations the
night before at the „Celts on the Green‟ concert (see page 8 for details).
Whether you‟re interested in tracing your Scottish roots, keen to check out the best Celtic groups
South Australia has to offer or simply looking for a great family day out, come and be a part of the
50th Mount Barker Highland Gathering!
Traffic & Parking
As Churchill once famously said, "Never have so many owed so much to so few." Although preparations for our great 50th Gathering are going well, we need 'the few' to be “not-so-few”. We need a
few more — at least 10 in fact — to assist at the gates and collect money, take tickets, help control
the queue, etc.

Highlands and Islands Tory MSP Jamie McGrigor, who campaigned for the introduction of a Scottish
Tartan Register, said he could vouch for the benefits of covering up. He said: "I have normally worn
underwear with my kilt. In the West Highlands, midges can mount alarming and unexpected attacks
on so-called true Scotsmen."

The worst time will be from 11:00am to the opening at 12:30pm — so, if you can give us an hour or
more at this time, it would be greatly appreciated.

Kilt maker Slanj, which has provided Highland dress for comedian Billy Connolly and actor Ewan
McGregor, insisted last year that underwear must be worn with hire kilts. The firm, which also made a
kilt for self-confessed true Scotsman Sir Sean Connery, said some kilts had been returned in such a
dirty state that they were too unhygienic for staff to handle.

Thanks for considering this — even more thanks if you can help. If you want to know more, or can
assist, please contact me on: 0411 237 248 or e-mail me at pd131986@gmail.com
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Several reasons exist for the greater staffing need. For one, we are expecting a significantly bigger
crowd for the big 50th, and, secondly, we are staffing an entry off Howard Lane again.

Peter Docke, Traffic and Parking Co-ordinator, 50th Highland Gathering.
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Vale

S

Band Report
adly, there have been three deaths amongst the Scottish Community in recent weeks.

First there was Sam Cunningham, that beautiful tenor who so graciously entertained
us at many functions. Sam is survived by his wife Marion and their children and grand
children.
Our own Beryl Douglas (Enid to her family) passed away more recently. We will miss her
sage wisdom and all the work she has done to raise funds for both the Society and the SA
Pipes and Drums over many years. Beryl is survived by her three children and their partners and her nine grandchildren and four great grandchildren.
Lastly, Brian Spencer, the partner of Chief Christian Cockerill of the Royal Caledonian
Society died suddenly very recently. He had suffered a heart attack last June but appeared
to be well on the way to recovery.
We will remember each of them for their many talents and love of all things Scottish. They will be
sadly missed. Most sincere condolences are extend to their respective families. Our thoughts and
prayers are with each of you.

Celts on the Green Concert

C

ome see the Mount Barker oval transformed into an all-singing, all-dancing
festival celebrating traditional and contemporary Celtic music, featuring guest
musicians and artists from South Australia and interstate, including:
— Sycamore Road — local artists
— Eilean Mor — Celtic music group from Canberra
— Cathy Fraser — winner of numerous awards, most recently the 2010 Tamworth Golden Fiddle
Awards (Best Solo Fiddler, Best CD, Best Composition and Best Fiddle Teacher);
— City of Adelaide Pipe Band — winners of the 2008 Grade 2 Australian Pipe Band Championships;
— South Australian Pipes and Drums ceilidh band — Edinburgh tattoo favourites(?)
If you don‟t want the fun to end, don‟t worry — you can keep the Celtic spirit moving at the Highland
Gathering the following day.

A

s well as competing at Tanunda on 18 September, (pictured right) the Band sent a
contingent of some of the youngsters to play at
the South Australian Probus Clubs‟ Ecumenical
Church Service held at St Ignatius Church at Norwood on 30 September.
The service was attended by the Lieutenant Governor, Mr Hieu Van Le, senior members of Parliament and the local Rotary Governor and was
The Competition Band at Tanunda
conducted by the Catholic Archbishop of Adelaide
assisted by the spiritual leaders of many other denominations.
Under the leadership of acting Pipe Major Caitlin
Fry (Tim Ferguson was in America), the mini Band
did the Society and the Pipe Band proud on this
occasion and a great many compliments have been
received from many of the participating Probus
Clubs about the Band‟s performance both before
and during the service.
As we enter the festive season, the number of engagements in the form of Christmas pageants, rapidly increases and we become very busy. Our first
was the Stirling pageant on 5 November, in the
evening, where young Tim Robinson joined the ranks of the drumming corps as a snare drummer.
Welcome, Tim. We are also privileged to have the services of some members of Southern Districts
Pipes and Drums, Chris, Adam and Roger, who joined us for that pageant as well. Many thanks to
them for their help.
Some of our pipers helped fill the ranks of Southern Districts for the Credit Unions pageant in Adelaide, on the morning of Celtic Night, 13 November. To say they were just a little weary that night was
probably an understatement! At least one piper had a “sergeant nap” in the afternoon! Despite this,
they put on a very professional performance for the evening at the Mount Barker Town Hall. Our Pipe
Major even had to go on to another function after that!
It was during the evening, when we exited the hall, that we were approached to perform at a wedding
next year, by an Anderson, probably only a very distant relation to Leslie!

A whimsical piece of statuary in Dundee, Scotland

On the weekend of 20 November, we perform at Murray Bridge on the Saturday, then Glenelg on the
Sunday, then the next weekend, at Norwood on the 27 November. So it goes on until just before
Christmas day with Lobethal and Woodside on the Wednesday and Thursday before.
In amongst all this busy-ness, our competition Band are actively learning tunes and practicing for the
Gathering in February, where we hope to do very well for the 50th.
The Band are also considering a new venue for practice, hoping to bring it back to Mount Barker, but
as yet, a suitable venue has not been sourced. Watch this space!
At this stage, the Pipe Band “breakup” will probably be held on 18 December at a venue yet to be
decided.
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Memories of
Celtic Night 2011
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