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The Answers to the Five Riddles are 
below: 

I t was a bit disappointing that not one person took 
up the offer to solve the riddles in the last issue 

of the Thistle.  Maybe they were a bit too difficult.  If 

so, I apologise. 

Anyway, here are the answers to each of the rid-

dles. 

1. The third room.  The lions that haven't eaten in 

three years are dead.  That one was easy, right? 

2. The woman was a photographer.  She shot a 
picture of her husband, developed it, and hung it up 

to dry (shot; held under water; and hung). 

3. Charcoal, as it is used in barbecuing. 

4. Sure you can name three consecutive days, 

yesterday, today, and tomorrow! 

5. The letter e, which is the most common letter 
used in the English language, does not appear 

even once in the paragraph. 

New Members 

O nce again, we have 
the pleasure of 
welcoming some 

new members into our 

Society.   

Since the last issue of the 
Thistle, we have wel-
comed into our midst, 

Brenda Simpson, Thomas McCutcheon, Yahoi 

Ko and Rosemary Hanson.   

A very warm welcome from the Society is ex-
tended to new members.  We hope you enjoy be-
ing part of our Society and look forward to enjoying 

your company at Society functions. 

Future functions are always announced well ahead 
to enable members to diarise them in advance.  In 
this issue of the Thistle, they appear on page 9, 
with a more detailed description of our next func-
tion ð the Celtic night appearing on page 10 with 

further information on page 11. 

Join in the spirit of the function and dress Celtic. 

  

October 2010 

Mt Barker Caledonian Society  Mt Barker Caledonian Society  

Thistle  Thistle  
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Chiefõs Report September 2010 

 

O nce more, we have successfully negotiated another An-
nual General Meeting.  I am most pleased to welcome 

Peter Stewart as Senior Chief, and also to welcome back Scott 
Millar as Junior Chief, Lesley Anderson as Secretary and Sarah 

McInness as Treasurer.  The directors remain much the same with the addition of Betty Stewart.  It is 
great to have the old team supporting both myself and the Society.  We do need one more on the 
committee as a director, so please give it some thought.  I think there will be several who finish their 
tour of duty this time next year, so we will be looking for people to step into positions then, so maybe 
you would like to come on board and be part of the team and give yourself a chance to be in a position 

to help out then. 

It is not far now to the Celtic Night (13th November!) so out with the sewing machines and start creat-
ing some medieval magic with your costumes.  We want the Town Hall full and it would be great to 

see most of you in Fancy Dress!!!! 

The Highland Gathering subcommittee is doing a great job and we should be most proud of both our 
Golden Jubilee Gathering and the Celtic Twilight Concert.  We really could use help on the day, as 

well as setting up and pulling down, so if you can help just a little bit please let us know. 

The Walrus has been busy again and time has come once again for subs.  If you pay them soon it 
means you don`t forget.  We have put an extra form in the middle for you to pull out and use.  It also 
has the dates for all next years events for you to put on the fridge ready to put on your calendar next 

year. 

In closing thank you all for your support once again for both myself and the Society and I look forward 

to seeing you all at Celtic Night. 

Chief 

Lyndall & Matt Sherman Wedding 

O n Saturday 3 July, the wedding took place between Lyndall, the only daughter of the 
Chief and his Good Lady, and Matthew Sherman.  The ceremony took place on the 

balcony of the West Beach Sea Squadron at 5pm with the setting sun over the water as 
backdrop.  We were most fortunate there was no rain, no wind and just enough clouds to set 

it off beautifully. 

The celebrant was Harold Anderson, Major of Henley and Grange.  The best man was 
Wayne Henning, Scott Anderson groomsman, Lexy Pesche matron of honour and Patricia 
Sherman bridesmaid.  Caitlin Koevoets was flower girl and Andrew Sherman (our grandson) 

was page boy. 

About seventy people attended and enjoyed themselves immensely.  Andrew kept going all 

night but was asleep by the time we did the buckles up in his car seat! 

The wedding dress and both the bridesmaids dresses were made by the Chief`s Good Lady, 

a pretty impressive feat, I am sure you will all agree.  I am most confident that in years to  
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Book of the Month 

Beatrix Potterôs Scotland ð by Lynne McGeachie.   

Y ouôd never guess it to look at her, but beneath Mrs Tiggy-Winkleôs petticoats, cap and prickly exterior, lies a 
Scotswoman.  And while Peter Rabbit may appear the epit-
ome of a middle-English bunny, he too comes from a Scottish 
home, while the garden for whose radishes he has a near 
fatal attraction is as Caledonian as Balmoral.  This, and much 
more, is revealed in a fascinating new book called Beatrix 

Potterôs Scotland, by Lynne McGeachie.  

For three months every year, from July to October, until 
Beatrix was 16, her family rented Dalguise House, a large 
villa with its own grounds, near Dunkeld.  Here, the child in-
dulged her passion for animals and plants, and spent happy 
solitary hours drawing and painting.  Potter is now famous for 
her depiction of woodland creatures, but what McGeachie 

shows is that many of her characters have their roots in Perthshire soil, sometimes literally.   

Concise, elegant and intriguing, this sliver of literary history shows, perhaps for the first time, the full 
extent of the place Scotland played in shaping the imagination of Beatrix Potter.  This world-famous 
author may be indelibly associated with the Lake District, but her earliest inspiration came from 

Perthshire....' (from Rosemary Goring's review in Herald Scotland). 

Paperback 128 pages. 

Dancing Fashions in Years gone by. 

T he new dancing fashions, quadrilles, polkas, waltzes and gallops, spreading to Scotland from 
continental Europe and England, are first noticed in the high society functions and public 

dances of the towns and villages.  These were patronized predominantly by the young. The tradi-
tional occasions associated with the kirn, hiring fairs or weddings in which members of the older 
generation participated, retained the Reels and Country Dances.  While the Quadrille began its 

conquest of the Lowland assemblies, the Country Dance became more familiar in the Hebrides.  

Hitherto, the favourite dances in the West Highlands and Isles had been the native reels, including 
the common Highland Reel for three or four.  Towards the end of the 19th century, we find the fol-
lowing Country Dances being enjoyed there: Haymakers, Flowers of Edinburgh, Petronella,  
Triumph, Rory O'More, Cumberland Reel, The Queen's Welcome, Young Prince of Wales ð  
supplemented by Strip the Willow, Glasgow Highlanders and the Eightsome Reel and even the 

Schottische and Polka. These were very often danced to the music of the bagpipe.  

Dancing was still enjoyed upon the slightest excuse as of old, at weddings, fireside ceilidhs,  

Beltane, New Year, or simply on dry moonlight nights at some favourite part of the road or green. 

The Reel and Strathspey, otherwise known as the Foursome Reel; the Reel of Tulloch and the 
Eightsome Reel, held a dominant place on the programmes of the typical Scottish ball despite the 
intrusion of the Quadrille (particularly in its form of the Lancers) and of the Waltz and Polka in their 
several forms.  Thus, even in the nineteenth century, when lovers of the native dance music were 
reflecting nostalgically on the golden days of the recent past, there was still a large public and social 

place for the traditional music in the dance. 
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The Origin of Halloween: From the Celts to the Romans 

W  ith Halloween rapidly approaching, it might be interesting to delve into the origins of this tradi-

tional Scottish celebration. 

Some historians trace the origin of Halloween back to the Celtic people of pre-medieval Europe.  The 
Celts of Ireland, Britain, and France divided their year into halves: the ñlight half,ò roughly consisting of 
the spring and summer months when days are longer and nights are shorter, and the ñdark half,ò 
roughly consisting of the autumn and winter months when days are shorter and nights are longer.  
Celts celebrated the end of the light half of the year with the festival of ñSamhainò (pronounced sah-
wen), which they observed during the October/November lunar cycle.  Following the Roman conquest 
of Britain, British Celts adopted the Julian calendar and fixed the date of Samhainôs observance to 

November 1.   

Costumes and treats were a traditional part of the Celtic celebration.  And while Samhain began as a 
strictly Celtic festival, it is probable that aspects of Roman religion were incorporated into its obser-
vance over the four centuries of Roman rule in Britain (43-410 AD).  For example, Pomona was the 
Roman goddess of fruit trees and gardens.  Her symbol was an apple.  Some scholars believe this 
may explain how candied apples and bobbing for apples became associated with Halloween (as Sam-

hain was later renamed. 

Good Vs Evil - Druids, Christains, and Samhain 

Samhain, with its emphasis on the supernatural, was decidedly 
pagan. While missionaries identified their holy days with those 
observed by the Celts, they branded the earlier religion's super-
natural deities as evil, and associated them with the devil. As 
representatives of the rival religion, Druids were considered evil 
worshippers of devilish or demonic gods and spirits. The Celtic 

underworld inevitably became identified with the Christian Hell. 

The effects of this policy were to diminish but not totally eradicate 
the beliefs in the traditional gods. Celtic belief in supernatural 
creatures persisted, while the church made deliberate attempts 

to define them as being not merely dangerous, but malicious. Followers of the old religion went into 

hiding and were branded as witches. 

The Origin of Halloween: From Pagan to Christian 

Other historians trace the origin of Halloween back to the ancient and enduring Christian tradition of 
celebrating the lives of Christian martyrs on the anniversaries of their deaths.  When Pope Boniface IV 
reconsecrated the Pantheon in Rome on May 13, 609 AD, renaming it the ñChurch of St. Mary and the 
Martyrs,ò he established that anniversary as a day of celebratory remembrance for all of the Churchôs 
martyrs.  Pope Gregory III later changed the date of remembrance to November 1 when he dedicated 
a chapel in St. Peterôs Basilica to ñall saints.ò November 1 became All Saints Day, otherwise known as 
All Hallowôs Day.  The night before became All Hallowôs Eve (ñHalloweenò being a colloquial contrac-
tion of that phrase).  While Halloween began as a localized celebration, Pope Gregory IV extended its 

observance to all of Christendom in the 9th Century AD. 

As Christianity spread throughout the world, pagan holidays were either Christianized or forgotten.  
Samhain was absorbed into Halloween.  Costumes and gifts and bobbing for apples were preserved, 
incorporated into the new holiday.  They remain a celebrated part of Halloween to this day, many cen-

turies later. 
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The Chiefs Report to the Annual General Meeting ñ 5 August 2010 

I t is with great pleasure I welcome you all here tonight.  This is the meeting that ensures the continu-
ance of the Society, and without your presence here tonight, it simply would not continue to func-

tion. 

After an unpleasant start to this years Society, I am most pleased, but not surprised, that many people 
put their hands up and made sure that we are still here today, functioning exceptionally well.  As Chief, 
I would like to thank everyone for the support they have given to the Society and I am most confident 

this will continue. 

We had another most successful Gathering, despite the challenges and we have a most enthusiastic 

Committee totally fired up to ensure our Golden Jubilee Gathering will be most memorable. 

Once again, we had our three night-time functions, and whilst they were all financially successful, I am 
continually being asked ñhow do you keep people there after the raffle is drawn?ò  I feel the answer is 
that they are enjoying themselves.  I truly appreciate the support of all those who attend, but I have 
noted the numbers of various Clans and Societies present as well.  As I travel round this is not un-
usual and I am really pleased to be part of a Scottish Association that does not just meet once every 
couple of months but is a group who gets out there and supports each other in a practical way on a 

regular basis. 

I have already indicated that the commitment I gave to the Society is to make sure our fiftieth Gather-
ing would go ahead, but this time next year it is my intention to stay on and to train up the Senior 
Chieftain, whomever that may be, or hand over the badge if someone is prepared to take on the 

Chiefôs position with the knowledge they will have my full support. 

In closing, thank you all for another great year, I look forward to your support for one more, and then 

whatever the future may bring. 

 

Chief 

come Lyndall will look back on her 
weeding and it will be all the more 
special because of the effort her 
mother put into it.  That was two 
weddings in about eight weeks!  
The third of our children, Simon, 
has been told he has to wait an-
other twelve months before he 
has his turn!  I don`t think that is 

an issue. 

In closing, we are pleased to wel-
come Matt into the family as we 
did with Sherri and look forward 
with great anticipation for many 
more grandchildren!  

Roger Scott 

Matthew Sherman (groom), Lyndall Scott (bride), An-
drew Sherman (page boy and grandson), Caitlin Ko-
evoets (flower girl ), Wayne Henning (best man), Scott 
Anderson (groomsman), Lexy Pesche (matron of hon-

our), Patricia Sherman (bridesmaid) 

http://www.allaboutfollowingjesus.org/voice-of-the-martyrs.htm
http://www.allaboutreligion.org/christianity.htm
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Band Report 

O ctober is here, bringing the Band members a chance to catch their 
breath before the Christmas pageant season.  Winter has been a very, 

very busy season for the lads and lassies of the pipes and drums, starting with 
the Australian Pipe Band Association (APBA) mini band competitions, where 
the Band was acknowledged for our contribution of younger players, especially 
in the solo competitions.  They are certainly holding their own amongst more 
mature and advanced players from South Australia and interstate, earning top 

placings in the APBA and RU Brown solo competitions.   

In August, the Band performed at the 2010 Adelaide 
Proms concerts, dodging plenty of streamers and 
balloons.  We were joined by the amazing and ener-
getic Scottôs Highland Dancers who brought plenty of 

colour, movement and energy to the two performances. 

The Royal Adelaide Show was a big event for the Band members, as there 
was a massed bands performance every night of the Show.  This was a big 
commitment for members, as they had to negotiate rush hour traffic each 
night.  The weather was definitely not our friend over the first few nights 
(weôve begun saving up for Inverness capes) but everyone kept cheery and 
we were able to field a minimum of 10 players each night, which was great to 

see and has generated some serious funds for the Band. 

This yearôs Tanunda band competition was brought forward to September, 
giving us only a few days to get our uniforms clean and dry before the big day in the Barossa!  Al-
though we still have a lot of work to do for 2011, we still won the dress and drill competition.  This was 
largely helped by our new waistcoats and jackets (that stood up well to the drenching at the Show) 
and our Drum Major Peter ñStage Leftò Stewart who led the massed bands for the day.  (The concert 
bands were certainly very impressed overall with the level of drill shown by the pipe bands in the 
march-past competition!)  A big thanks goes to Tim Kinchington, who helped us by playing the 

(brand new) bass drum for the competitions this year. 

The most recent Band engagement was an Ecumenical Service for SA Probus Clubs.  Despite being 
held on a Thursday morning, we could only just fit the Band in the naive of St Ignatius Church at Nor-
wood!  The Band were well-received by the Probus community and had the opportunity to meet the 
Lieutenant Governor, who will be joining us to open the 2011 Highland Gathering.  A big thank-you 

goes to Roger from Southern Districts who joined us to help out Micah in the drum corps.  

We have had the pleasure of being joined by members of the Southern Districts Pipe Band; Chris, 
Adam and Roger have been making the long journey to Band practice each week to help us with the 
2011 pipe band competition season.  Itôs been great having them join us, and weôll be lending them a 
few players for the Credit Union Christmas pageant in November.  We have also welcomed a new 
snare drummer, Tim (yep, another one) who has only been learning a short time, but is already up 

and playing band brackets. 

Even though the ñbossò has taken a quick working trip to America, the Band members have still been 
working hard, especially with the Christmas Pageant season coming very, very quickly!  We will be 
performing at a variety of pageants throughout the Adelaide Hills, Goolwa, Norwood and our very own 

Mount Barker, so we hope to see you out supporting the Band over the next few months!  

Anne Doecke at her first 
march with the Band on 

ANZAC Day, 2010 

Gabrielle Doecke at her 
first march with the Band on 

ANZAC Day, 2010. 
Marty Ricketts in the back-

ground (left) 
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Continued from page 12 
Walter attended Hutcheson's Grammar School in Hamilton and, at the age of 16, went to Glasgow 
University where he graduated in the Faculty of Art with honours in mathematics before the age of 20.  
However, it was his greatest wish to work for the Indian Civil Service.  After passing all required aca-
demic tests with high distinction, he failed the physical requirements due to poor eyesight.  This was a 
matter of great disappointment to him.  He turned to teaching, obtaining an appointment in St. John's 
Academy in Hamilton, a position he continued to occupy until his untimely death at the age of 52.  By 
all accounts he was a gentle, kind man and much loved teacher.  Years later, a special memorial por-

trait was dedicated to him at St. John's Academy.  

In 1907, Walter married Agnes Thom and they had two sons, David and Duncan.  Walter's wife prede-
ceased him by two years.  Her sudden death as the result of an operation affected him profoundly and 

indeed may have hastened his own death as they were deeply attached to each other.   

Wingate's ballads and poems, written in both Doric and English, reflect his great love and appreciation 

of nature, his love of children, and his enjoyment in the familiarity of hearth and home.  

He possessed a great sense of humour and a keen sense of observation for the ordinary events in 
life, many of which are subjects for his poems.  Some of his poems could easily be mistaken for an-
other Scots poet, Robert Louis Stevenson.  Thus, "Dew" could have come straight from "Child's Gar-

den of Verses":  

 

 

 
 

Walter died in 1918, leaving two young sons: David Thom Wingate, age 10, and Duncan Wingate, age 

8 who were subsequently raised by loving relatives including Walter Buchanan.   

Here is Walter Wingate in one of his pawky humorous moods, as he argues the pros and cons of the 

married and single states!   

And all the daises in the field  
Can see them go about,  
And shut their little eyelids tight  

To keep the water out.  

A million little gardeners,  
Too small for you to see,  
Are out tonight and watering  

As busy as could be.  

The Problem 
The best o' being a bachelor  
Is the fash that ye dinna gie;  

For naebody frets about how ye get on,  
Or greets very sair when ye dee.  
The best o'being a marriet man -  

There's ane ye hae aye at your ca'  
To do a bit darnin' and look for your specs,  

And thinks ye nae bother ava!  

The warst o' being'a bachelor -  
Ye're just like a cow among corn;  

It's fine-but ye ken that ye sudna be there;  
It wisna for that ye were born. 

The warst o' bein' a marriet man  
Is just that ye aye hae a wife,  

To girn about pickles o'snuff on your coat  

For the term o' your natural life. 

There's this about bein'a bachelor-  
It maun be the best o' the twa;  

For frae a' we hear tell o' the angels in heaven,  
There's nane o' them marriet ava.  

But then there's the chance, wi'a marriet man-  
It's this mak's a body sae fain-  

O' catching a bonnie wee angel down here,  

And startin' a heaven o' your ain!  

I've coontit it up, I've coontit it down,  
But there seems to be nae ither plan  
Than just to keep bidin' a bachelor-  

              Or else, be a marriet man!  
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Celts on the Green Concert 

T he Mt Barker Caledonian Society is staging a Celtic concert, ñCELTIC TWILIGHTò in conjunction with the 50th Anniversary Gathering.   

The concert will showcase some of Australiaôs best Celtic musicians with a multicultural mix of tradi-
tional and contemporary styles representing Scottish, Irish and Cape Bretton cultural influences.  It will 
be an evening of high emotion and inspiration as Australiaôs best musical artists perform on stage in 

Mt Barker. 

òBringing the Highlands of the Celts to the Highlands of the Adelaide hillsó 

Aim 

To stage a concert in the Mt Barker Township bringing together the best Celtic artists from SA and 

interstate as part of the celebrations of the 50th Mt Barker Highland Gathering. 

Benefits to the Mt Barker community 

This event will entertain and inspire patrons with the melodic and deeply emotional music of the Celts, 
highlighting the depth and scope of the Mt Barker District as it hosts a truly unique and exiting Major 

event. 

As we will be advertising in mainstream radio and newspapers, we hope to tap into the largely un-
catered for, but significant portion of the Adelaide population that has a connection the Celtic culture. 
The last census shows that 8.2 % or 123,000 of Adelaideôs population have a direct cultural link to 
Britain, Ireland, Wales and Scotland through having one or both parents born in one of these coun-
tries.  If you combine this with the extended generations whose grand parents or great grandparents 
descended from one of these countries, it soon becomes apparent that the market is extensive and if 

promoted well, this event will soon become a highlight in Mt Barkerôs calendar year. 

Our aim is to tap into this market and welcome them into Mt Barker, as we showcase not only what 
the Highland Gathering and Celtic concert provides, but by enabling let them to experience what the 

whole District has to offer enabling the community as a whole to share in this eventôs success.. 

Event Information 

Date ñ Saturday 19th February 2011 

Venue ñ Mt Barker Recreation Centre Oval, Alexandrina Road, Mt Barker 

Time ñ Gates open at 6:00pm 

Show ñ 7:00pm to 10:00pm (3 hours). 

Walter Wingate 

G enerations of children have learned to love the poetry of Walter Win-
gate.  They may not have known who he was, but when reminded 

years later of "Paper Kate" or "The Sair Finger" their faces light up with the 

remembered pleasure of the gentle humour of his poetry.  

Walter Wingate was born on April 15, 1865, in Dalry in Ayrshire, the fourth 
son of David Wingate ð "The Collier Poet" who had achieved some local  
fame for his own poems and songs.  David Wingate had eleven children by 
his first wife.  Two years after her death, David married one of Robert Burns' 
grand-daughters, Margaret Thompson.   

       Continued on page 13 

Walter Wingate in 
1894 
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Member Happenings 

C ongratulations to our lovely secretary, Lesley Anderson, who recently celebrated her 60th birth-

day.  A great party marked the occasion where a good time was had by all. 

EDINBURGH TATTOO:   Mt Barker Calys were very proud that two of our ex Pipe Majors, Phil Doug-
las and Harry McCallum, plus ex Senior Chieftain Glynn Potter and three more locals were perform-

ing at the Tattoo with SAPPD ð well done to you all. 

GARDEN NEWS:  We know a lot has been happening at the Scott's house and it turns out their gar-
den was chosen to be the front page in the Open Gardens Magazine, representing South Australia.  
On top of that, the Garden featured in the Adelaide Hills Magazine for the winter quarter and a follow 
up on an Open Garden in our local Courier too.  Good on óyaô Lorraine and Pat for all the hard work 
you put into your garden, you deserve all the publicity, and we all know how much you enjoy working 
away with the spade and other garden equipment.  Very therapeutic at your age too I would think 

Scotty!!! 

Their garden is also part of the Open Garden Scheme and will be open to the public on 30/31 Octo-
ber.  Drop in for a wee Devonshire tea whilst being serenaded by the bagpipes, and all proceeds go to 
Mount Barker Pipes and Drums.  The Scottôs house is called "Buccleuch", after the branch of the Scott 

family from which Pat is a descendent. 

We would also like to wish Scotty well as she's had a very big problem with bursitis and has had great 
difficulty walking for several weeks ð and we all know how much she likes here morning and evening 

walks.   Mind you, she did build a wall lifting large stones, which probably didn't help one bit!!! 

CELTIC NIGHT:   Please remember this is a dress up night, so get your costumes organised.  Its a 
Medieval/Scottish theme, so all you men who want to be a Brave Heart, Knight in shining armour, 
Robin Hood, King Arthur etc, now's your chance.  Ladies, how about coming in some of those beauti-
ful gowns etc.  If you can't make one there are now lots of costume shops about and you can hire 
anything from a Milkmaid to a Queens's Gown.  You can hire costumes from Mt Barker Pageant com-
mittee - they can be quite busy, so best to book soon.  Just ring Judy on 8391 1660.   Remember the 

date - Saturday 13 November 2010 at the Town Hall, Gawler Street, Mount Barker. 

R.I.P. 1926 - 2010:    It was with sadness the Society noted the passing of Nancy Lawrence, mother 
of Judy and Mother-in-law of Life Member Howard Rayson.  Nancy spent many years helping Calys 
with afternoon teas at the Gatherings, and serving Haggis at our functions.  Our sympathies to the 
family and Nancy's husband Wally (who manned the gate for many, many years at the Gathering).  

Nancy will be missed by all who knew her. 

THISTLE MAKING:  Is there anyone who has a spare day or half a day here or there who would like to 
help the gang of four make thistles??   You'd be very welcome.  The thistles are made and sold at the 
'Thistle Pick' stall at the Gathering and is a good fund raiser for the Society.   From what we hear the 
ladies (men are welcome too) have a lot of fun but could always use some extra hands.  The working 
bees are held at Scotty's and you can hear the laughter for miles around!!!    If you do have some 
spare time give Scotty a ring on 8391 1361 and she can tell you what times the ladies get together.  

Messy, but lots of fun. 

CONGRATULATIONS: To Tyrell Potter who recently became engaged to the delightful Alex.  Tyrell 

is the son of Sonya Miller and Glynn Potter, and much happiness is wished to them both. 

GET WELL SOON:   To Mike Scott, son of Lorraine and Pat, who had a very nasty accident with one 
of his hands.  Thankfully Mike is on the way to recovery.  
                     Continued on page 6 
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Continued from page 5 

We have another Get Well Soon message to baby Isaac McInness, son of our Treasurer Sarah and 

hubbie Michael.  Isaac had a spell in hospital, but is going along really well now. 

CHRISTMAS IN JULY:  The hall was full, and buzzing with laughter and chatting.  Everyone had a 

great time and enjoyed dancing to Jean Lumsden and her Burnside Ceilidh Band. 

Father Christmas came all the way to Mount Barker to say hello, so we were very grateful to him for 

leaving his drinking ð sorry, toy making, to pay us a visit!!!!   

Sam Scott-Ferguson's dancers entertained us with their very professional display of traditional High-
land Dancing, and Sam never fails to excite us with excellently choreographed quirky routines.  Our 
Pipes and Drums, as always, gave us a great selection of pipe music, and of course the skilful tossing 
of the Mace by our Drum Major Peter Stewart.  Our two MC's, Tom Haigh and Peter Stewart did a 
wonderful job, and, to top it all off, we had Bob Andersonõs yummy haggis ð many thanks to every-

one, our members, friends and entertainers for making this a great evening. 

Flora MacDonald  

There were three ways of regarding Charles Edward Stuart (Bonnie Prince Charlie, the Young Pre-
tender), Prince of Scotland. Loyalists, who believed implicitly in his father's and grandfather's divine 
Right to be King, were prepared to die for him. There were those who, regardless of which side they 
supported in their hearts, after 30 years of Hanover rule were unsettled by the whole affair and finally 
those who had family members serving in the army or the government but who for not 

all the ransom money offered would they have sent to death the Stuart Prince. 

Flora MacDonald belongs to the last group. She was deeply in love with her husband 
to be, Allan MacDonald, who was an officer in George's army and her foster-father, 

Clanranald, who was in command of King George's troopers on Benbecula. 

Following the defeat of the Jacobites at Culloden, the Prince needed to get out of 
Scotland the path of least resistance was through the Isle of Skye. Flora was approached by Captain 
of the Troop, and refused. For all that she seemed to be the most likely young woman on the island 
for the task - young, full of spirit and practical and it seems that her foster-father had devised the plan 

himself. Fate prevailed. 

At the time of their introduction on 20 June 1746 Charles had been on the run for two months in the 
Outer Hebrides. They remained in hiding for a week during which time Flora's Irish maid 'Betty Burke' 
was outfitted in gowns, petticoats, snood, cloak and white cap. News reached Flora and the Prince 
that General Campbell had landed with orders to search, find and bring down the escaping Prince. 
Charles Stuart in disguise was smuggled off the Isle of North Uist by Flora and (another supporter) 
Neil MacDonald. In their small boat they encountered a storm in crossing the Minch to Skye but he 

successfully escaped and made passage to France. 

After Stuart's escape, Flora was labelled a traitor, tracked down and arrested, and imprisoned briefly 
in the tower of London. Being widely admired for her courage, enough money was soon raised to 
secure her release which enabled her to return to Edinburgh and then to Skye. She married her in-
tended, Allan MacDonald of Kingsburgh, and she mothered seven children. The family immigrated to 
North Carolina in the 1770s, but in supporting the British in the War of Independence they lost every-
thing and moved to Nova Scotia. She returned home to Britain where she lived until her death at Pein-
duin on 3 March 1790, a sheet in which Prince Charles had slept served as her shroud. It is said that 
over 3000 mourners attended her funeral at which 300 gallons of whisky were drunk. Her grave site/

memorial is located at Kilmuir, 20 miles from Portree. 
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Celtic Clothing 

B elow are some instructions for making Celtic clothing ð so now there is no excuse for not com-
ing appropriately dress on our Celtic Night. 

Male 
Tunic ð A long shirt worn on the upper body.  Trousers ð worn on the legs.  Belts ð One to hold 
the trousers up, and one around the tunic. Pouch ð Holds personal items and hangs on the belt.  
Shoes ð Worn on the feet for protection.  Cloak ð Worn over the shoulders as a coat  

1 Make a tunic the same as for the men, and wear it with a skirt belted round the 
     waist. The skirt should be long (to the ankles) and full. 
2 Wear a tunic with a peplum made as follows: 

Make a tube of cloth long enough to go from your shoulder to your ankle. 
The tube needs to be very full, one example is 9 feet around, which is a lot 
of cloth. Put on the tunic. Step into the tube and pull it up under the arm-
pits. Lift a point from the back and a point from the front to meet on the 
shoulder, and pin with a brooch. Do the same on the other shoulder as is 
shown on the right. Leave the material draped under each arm and fasten 
a belt around the waist. Pull some of the length of the material up through 
the belt and allow it to drape over the belt. 

Female 
Tunic - A long shirt worn on the upper body.  Dress ð One piece full length outer garment. Can have 
sleeves.  Peplum ð Tubular dress without sleeves.  Skirt ð Worn round the waist to cover the legs. 
Belt ð Worn around the waist.  Pouch ð Holds personal items and hangs on the belt.  Shoes ð 
Worn on the feet for protection.  Cloak ð Worn over the shoulders as a coat  

Cloaks 

There were two types of cloak worn. The first was just a large sheet of material draped around the 

shoulders, some times pinned to hold it in place.  

The second type of cloak is much more serious! The Celtic Cloak as commented on by the Romans 
was the best in the known world. It consists of two layers, for insulation, and a hood to cover the head. 
The outer layer was a coarse wool, woven in checks, stripes, or twill and herringbone weaves. The 
outer layer would also have been oiled, probably with lanolin. This is the natural grease, found on 
sheep's wool and keeps a sheep waterproof! The inner layer or lining was a smooth tight weave to 
keep the heat of the body in, and was probably dyed a single colour. Stone carvings that depict the 

cloaks show them to be long (to the ankle) and full enough to meet down the front.  
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~ Contact List ~ 

Society 

Chief 

Roger Scott             8537 5202 

Senior Chieftain 

Peter Stewart             8536 4014 

Junior Chieftain 

Scott Millar             8389 6741 

Immediate Past Chief 

Ann Ferguson             8391 0340 

Secretary 

Lesley Anderson            8391 5375 

Treasurer & Function Booking Officer 

Sarah McInness            8537 5003 

Gathering Coordinator 

Sonya Millar             8389 6741 

Band 

Pipe Major 

Tim Ferguson             8387 2817 

         0412 336 763 

Band Manager 

Martin Ricketts             8389 1322 

      bandmanager@adam.com.au 

All Correspondence 

ALL Correspondence is to be addressed to: 

PO Box 998 

MOUNT BARKER  S.A.  5251 

Society Website 

www.mtbarkerscots.org 

 

Thistle Editor 

David Porteous             8379 1943 

Mount Barker Caledonian Society sincerely thanks 

~ RE/MAX Hills & Country ~ 
for printing this issue of the Thistle 

Mt Barker Celtic Night  

T his year, we would like as many as 
possible in fancy dress.  You can make 

something, hire it or go down to the local op 
shop and see what you can find.  A special 
request from the Chief, please make an effort 
and see how many we can get on the floor in 

Fancy Dress!!  

Venue: Mount Barker Town Hall. 

Date: Saturday 13 November, 2010. 

Time: 7pm for 7.30 piping in of Chief and 

Invited Guests. 

Cost: $15 each, $12 for members. 

Bookings: Sarah McInness 85375003. 

BYO: Drinks, nibbles & glasses. 

Finish: We try to finish 11pm to 11.30pm to 
give you a reasonable chance to get home at 

a realistic time. 

Theme: Medieval/Celtic 

Below are some ideas for Celtic Dress. 

On page 11 there are 
some patterns and 
instructions for mak-
ing Celtic clothes for 
both males and fe-

males. 
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The Secretary 

PO Box 998 

MOUNT BARKER  S.A.  5251 

Tear this page out, complete the membership Application/Renewal  

and send it to the Treasurer with your Subscription for 2010/2011 

Memories from  
Christmas in July 

2010 


