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A Word from the Chief

Mount Barker
Caledonian Society Inc

A

Happy New Year to all and welcome to the January Thistle, and our 49th
Gathering. As I write this, it is 41 degrees. I hope, in the strongest possible
terms, that it will not be that hot at our Gathering on 21 February.
Your Committee has been diligently working away. A huge thank you to Glynn Potter who got the
Gathering Sub-committee firing, and all the other members for taking it up and getting it all done.

2010 — 2011 Membership

As you probably are aware, next year is our 50th Gathering, and to mark this milestone one way you
may be able to help is if you have any old photos of either past Gatherings or of the Society generally.
It would be greatly appreciated if we could borrow them for long enough for us to take a copy of them.
If you would like to be involved in your Society, and especially the Gathering, in any way —- either big
or small — we can always use more hands, both for this year and the next.

Application for Membership
Membership renewal

Speaking of milestones, the Society now has a new web site. You may like to go to
www.mtbarkerscots.org to check it out. We started it only after our Celtic Night, so it is very much a
work in progress, but thanks to Tony Hanchant–Nichols and David Porteous for doing all the hard
work for us. You are encouraged to make suggestions for additional or altered content to either Tony
or David as web sites are not my area of expertise at all. Tony may be reached by using the “Contact
Us” Page on the web site and David’s contact details are on page 6 of this issue of the Thistle.

I, the undersigned, desire to be nominated as a member of the Mount Barker Caledonian Society
Inc., and agree, if elected, to be bound by the Rules of the Society.

In closing, as usual, I look forward to seeing you all at the Gathering and throughout the year.

Given Names: _____________________________

Surname: _____________________________

Address: _________________________________

Date of Birth: __________________________

Suburb: __________________________________

Occupation: ___________________________

Roger Scott
Chief

Dates for 2010

X

23 January —
Joint Burns Night with Port Adelaide
Caledonian Society

X

21 February —

The Gathering

X

15 May —

Ceilidh

X

24 July —

Mid-Winter Christmas

X

13 November —

Celtic Night

(Please tick appropriate box)

State: _______ Postcode: _______
Phone No.: _______________

Country of Birth: _______________________________

Mobile No.: _________________________

E-mail Address: __________________________________________________

Signature: _______________________________________________________

X

MBCS Adult Membership

$15.00 p.a.

X

MBCS Family Membership

$25.00 p.a.

Proposed by: ____________________________ Seconded by: ___________________________

Additional Gathering Details
X

Gates open at 10.00am with the Official Opening at 12.30pm. Closing Ceremony at 4.30pm.

X

Admission: Adults $8, Family $16, Children/Concession $6.

X

For further information contact Sonya Millar on 8389 674.
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Date Approved

Member No.

Member Type

Payment

Receipt No.

Please return to: The Secretary Mt. Barker Caledonian Society, PO Box 998 Mount Barker SA 5251
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Book of the Month

~ Contact List ~

F

or those of our readers
Society
interested in Scottish
history, I am reading a most Chief
interesting 485 page tome Roger Scott
titled “Scotland the Autobiog- Senior Chieftain
raphy”.
Glynn Potter
This is not one of your potentially dry history books, Junior Chieftain
but rather, as the title page Scott Millar
spells out, “2000 years of Scottish history by those Immediate Past Chief
who actually saw it happen”.
Ann Ferguson
Alexander McCall Smith the famous Scottish author
had this to say about the book — “an unqualified Secretary
triumph, superb, a real page turner...”
Lesley Anderson

Mount Barker Caledonian Society
8537 5202

49th Highland Gathering

8391 0667

Sunday 21st February 2010
Mount Barker Oval

8389 6741
8391 0340
8391 5375

It is formatted as a sequential series of short ac- Treasurer & Function Booking Officer
counts by a person who was present at the events Sarah McInness
8537 5003
of the day.
Gathering Coordinator
How’s this for a graphic description of the aftermath
Sonya Millar
8389 6741
of Culloden — April 1746 by Robert Forbes!
Band
“But the most shocking part of this woeful
story is yet to come, — I mean the horrid Pipe Major
barbarities committed in cold blood, after Tim Ferguson
8387 2817
the battle was over. I do not now precisely
0412 336 763
remember how many days the dead bodies
lay upon the field to glut the eyes of the Band Manager
merciless conqueror; but certain it is, that Martin Ricketts
8389 1322
there they lay, till the stench obliged him to
bandmanager@adam.com.au
cause bury them. In the meantime, the
All Correspondence
soldiers, like so many savages, went up
and down, knocking such on the head as ALL Correspondence is to be addressed to:
had any remains of life in them, and, except PO Box 998
in a very few instances, refusing all manner
MOUNT BARKER S.A. 5251
of relief to the wounded, many of whom,
Society Website
had they been properly taken care of, would
undoubtedly have recovered.”

www.mbcs.s5.com

I highly commend it to Scottish history buffs. Ed.

Thistle Editor

Penguin Books ISBN 978-0-141-02768-5
David Porteous
8379 1943
Angus & Robertson paperback $28.00. You may
E-mail: daibhidhp@adam.com.au
well have to order it in.

FINAL REMINDER

Mount Barker Caledonian Society sincerely thanks

Dinnae furrget the Gathering on Sunday,
21 February. See you there!
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~ RE/MAX Hills & Country ~

Last remaining Highland Gathering in
South Australia
X
X
X
X
X
X

X

Massed Pipes and Drums
Pipe Band Competition
Highland Dancing Competition
Massed Society and Clan Banners
Knobbly Knee Kompetition
Demonstrations including:
X Celtic Dancing
X Scottish Country Dancing
X Medieval Warfare
X Strong Man Events
X Caber Toss
X Haggis Hurl
X Clydesdales
X Highland Cattle
Various Stalls including:
X Clans, Food, Scottish Items
X General interest stalls

Proudly Sponsored by the District Council of Mount Barker

for printing this issue of the Thistle
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Society History

Band Report

I

he band has regrouped for the year, following a well-deserved break over the Christmas and
Hogmanay period. The pageant schedule not only had Band members working hard right up
until 23 December, but experiencing rain, hail and shine as the weather turned from baking heat to
cold and wet to something in between! (At Norwood, I honestly thought we'd accidentally turned up in
Narnia!). However, the determination and dedication of Band members continued, with all the pageants being well attended. (A special thanks also to the parents and partners who drove, dressed,
waited around for, carried water bottles, kept waiting around for, held pipes, and generally supported
our Band members.)

n conjunction with its new web site and next year’s 50th Gathering, the Society is trying to source
items from its history. These may be photographs or anecdotes or memories of the early days of
the Society.
If you think you can help, please contact the Chief either by telephone or e-mail. He will be delighted
to receive any information at all that might be included in the Society’s history. If you would like to
retain your records, arrangements can be made to scan or photocopy them at no cost.
Check your bottom drawer or the back of your deepest closet to see what you can dig up, or give the
Chief a call or send him an e-mail and relate your treasured memories to him. His email address is:
wojannwatara@bigpond.com and his telephone number is 8537 5202.

New Society Web Site
has taken the initiaY ourtive Society
and established a new and,
what we hope will be, a dynamic
web site.

The site is being prepared by Tony
Hanchant-Nichols with the assistance of David Porteous. It has been decided to publish the site as
a work in progress although a fair amount of work has already been completed. We tried to get the
address “mbcs.org” but, regrettably, it was already taken. Notwithstanding, we were fortunate enough
to be able to obtain our second choice for the name for the site which was “www.mtbarkerscots.org”, a
nice easy name to remember and not too long to key in. The site banner (above) features the
Society’s Pipe Band and logo. Unfortunately, there were a few Band members who were not present
for the photo shoot at the Lobethal Pageant, but we may be able to catch up with them later.

T

We took time out for our annual Band Barbeque on
12 December, which seemed to be our only free
Saturday in two months! As usual, we used this
opportunity to recognise players who have worked
especially hard to improve their playing over the
year. In the case of the pipers, this award could
not be given as the pipe corps in general have
The Band at the Woodside Pageant
worked extremely hard over the year and despite
hours of deliberation, one piper could not be chosen as a stand alone most improved. However, we
recognised the special efforts of Michaela Doecke, Jeremiah Doecke and Zoe Davies in improving
their playing. Micah Doecke was awarded the Most Improved Drummer. The trophies for the Best
Competitor (Piper and Drummer) were kindly donated by Harry Young.
In addition to most improved players, we also had the pleasure of rewarding those who had entered
solo competition during the year — this year, our best competing players were Mel Inglis (piping) and
Naomi Fretter (drumming) with Jack Sciffer and James Keal also entering the solo drumming competitions. We hope that this encourages other players to compete in 2010.

Initially, there will be pages on the site covering Social Events, the Pipe Band, Society History, Membership, a Picture Gallery, and links to other Societies and sites of interest. We are proposing to add
a page dedicated to the Gathering in the near future.

We were sad to have lost a few of our members over the Christmas break, with Glynn Potter taking
up a position with the Army in Canberra (but we know he'll be back.). We also farewelled Jeff and
Jack Sciffer, and wish them all the best with the Royal Caledonian Society Pipes and Drums.

In the mean time, why don’t you log on and have a look at our new web site and perhaps even send
us you comments.!

It is now full steam ahead for 2010, with the Band in preparations for the competitions at the Gathering
on 21 February. We have a strong competition corps and will certainly make you all very proud on the
day. We will also be performing on 25 January, the evening before Australia Day, for the Citizenship
Celebrations in the Keith Stephenson Park, as well as visiting our good friends the Port Adelaide Caledonian Society on 23 January for our combined Burns Night. Caitlin Fry

From the Editor

O

therwise known as New Year’s Eve, Old Year’s Night and Cake Day to name a few, Hogmanay
is, or perhaps was, the most important date in the Scottish Calendar. There was a time, not so
very long ago, when just about every Scottish Society here in South Australia would celebrate Hogmanay in their own unique fashion. Regrettably, one by one they have each given up due to lack of support. I believe Munno Para Caledonian Society is the last one to continue the tradition — and long
may it last. Until the 1960’s, in Scotland, you would probably have waved farewell to your Daddy as
we went to work on Christmas Day — a normal work day, but he would get two days off at Hogmanay.
Traditionally, the back door would be opened just before midnight to let the Old Year out and, right
after the chimes ended, there would be a knock on the front door where a tall dark handsome man —
the First Footer — possibly representing the New Year, would be standing with gifts for the household
— coal symbolising fuel to keep the home warm, cake that there may always be food for the table, a
coin that they may always have money in their purse and a wee dram that strangers may always be
made welcome. A Happy New Year to Ane and A’.
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Happy Birthday and Congratulations

H

appy Birthday to a very special lady. On 2 January, our own Honorary Life Member, Beryl
Douglas, celebrated her 90th Birthday. Congratulations Beryl from us all. You have worked
tirelessly and selflessly for the Society over a great many years and now it is our turn to say thank
you for all that you have done.
Well done, good and faithful servant!

―Thistle-Pick‖ Prizes

D

onations of prizes (between $5.00 and $20.00 for the “Thistle Pick” would be most welcome.
Anybody with prises to donate, please contact Chief Roger Scott on 8537 5202 please.
5

