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A Word (or three) from
the Chief.

I have much pleasure in welcoming you all to another year in the Caledonian World. At the
Annual General Meeting , I was re-elected Chief and I would like to thank all those who supported me in various ways for this. I have great pleasure in welcoming Glynn Potter as
Senior Chieftain and Scott Millar as Junior Chieftain. It is a pleasure (and a relief) that we
still have Leslie Anderson as Secretary and Sarah McInness as Treasurer and now Booking Officer as well. I am most pleased to be able to welcome back to the committee Past
Chief Dennis Rockley, as well as Sandy Deiner and Sonya Millar. It is also pleasing that
the following were re-elected: Past Chief Lorraine Scott, Roy Burgess, Louise Clark and
Shirley Paech. My Good Lady, Ann, has also decided to nominate and join the committee
to see what we really get up to.
As happens from time to time, a few Committee Members have moved on, Gary and Sue
Green with their work commitments and Bruce and Linda Sciffer to accommodate their
travel arrangements. I would like to thank each of them for the time and effort they all have
put in over the last few years, and we all wish them well for the future.
Life would be no fun without a few challenges, and boy, am I having lots of fun!! I now would
like to thank David Porteous for stepping into the position of Thistle Editor. He has had
plenty of experience in this area and so it will be nice to be able to point him in the right direction and leave him to it.
We have also had to do some last minute shuffling
to the Gathering Sub Committee. We are fortunate to have Sonya Millar back on board as she
has much experience from her previous involvement.
Another Celtic Night
has come and gone. It
was great both personally and as Chief to
have the Highland
Dancers back. For one
reason or another, sadly, they have missed the last couple of
functions. I do regard them as a most important part of our group.
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Mount Barker
Caledonian Society Inc
2009 — 2010 Membership
Application for Membership
Membership renewal
(Please tick appropriate box)

I, the undersigned, desire to be nominated as a member of the Mount Barker Caledonian Society
Inc., and agree, if elected, to be bound by the Rules of the Society.
Given Names: _____________________________

Surname: _____________________________

Address: _________________________________

Date of Birth: __________________________

Suburb: __________________________________

Occupation: ___________________________

State: _______ Postcode: _______
Phone No.: _______________

Country of Birth: _______________________________

Mobile No.: _________________________

E-mail Address: __________________________________________________

Signature: _______________________________________________________



MBCS Adult Membership

$15.00 p.a.



MBCS Family Membership

$25.00 p.a.

Proposed by: ____________________________ Seconded by: ___________________________
Date Approved

Member No.

Member Type

Payment

Receipt No.

“Nollaig Shona Dhuit‖ is Gaelic for ―Happy Christmas‖.

It is pronounced NO-Lihg HO-nuh ghwich.
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Please return to: The Secretary Mt. Barker Caledonian Society, PO Box 998 Mount Barker SA 5251
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~ Contact List ~
Society
Chief
Roger Scott

8537 5202

Senior Chieftain
Glynn Potter

8391 0667

Junior Chieftain
Scott Millar

What the Chief does in his spare time!

8389 6741

Immediate Past Chief

I am sure most of you know of our Chief‘s passion for Clydesdales.
On Sunday 25 October, the Chief attended the
Callington Show with Fleur (above), entering her
in the control and log-pulling competitions.
Above is the Chief sans kilt guiding Fleur with a
not insubstantial log in tow through a series of
obstacles.
For those with an historical imagination, just
picture possibly a hundred of these beauties
bearing down on you, each with a fully armoured and lance-carrying knight on his back
intent on doing you as much physical damage
as he could. It would have been a pretty nerve
racking experience I imagine, and not one for
the feint-hearted. Fortunately, neither the Chief
nor Fleur are that way inclined!

Ann Ferguson

8391 0340

Secretary
Lesley Anderson

8391 5375

Treasurer & Function Booking Officer
Sarah McInness

8537 5003

Gathering Coordinator
Sonya Millar

8389 6741

Their sheer energy and enjoyment is most imCeltic Night
pressive and a pleasure to watch.
Another very important part of our group, our
Band, provided very real entertainment and it was
great to see once again some new faces. I continue to get compliments on their behalf and their
CD is also being very well received. Anyone who
does not have a copy and wants one, please let
me know and I will arrange to get one for them.
All in all, it was another fun night, and thanks to all those who helped in so many different
ways to make it the success it was.
We have set the dates for next year‘s functions, they appear elsewhere in this issue of the
Thistle, so they can be the first thing on your 2010 Calendar.
As this is the last edition of the Thistle for this year — a verrry Merrrrry Chrrristmas to all. I
hope to see you at one of the Christmas Pageants if not around elsewhere. Keep safe and
start preparing for the Gathering on 21 February, 2010. We still need some more helpers!

Roger Scott, Chief

Band
Pipe Major
Tim Ferguson

8387 2817
0412 336 763

Band Manager
Martin Ricketts

Book of the Month for Xmas
By Douglas Bruton available
from Books from Scotland
(see web address below) for
£3.99, a saving of £2.00
When Corrie's family arrives
on the Isle of Lewis for yet
another wet and windswept
summer holiday, he has no
idea of the incredible adventure that lies ahead.
Corrie finds a carved figurine on the beach, and
is startled by a strange voice in the night. He is
soon caught up in a terrifying battle, as creatures from legend come back to invade the
present.
www.booksfromscotland.com/Books/TheChess-Piece-Magician-9780863157011

8389 1322
bandmanager@adam.com.au

All Correspondence
ALL Correspondence is to be addressed to:

Dates for 2010

X

PO Box 998
MOUNT BARKER S.A. 5251
Society Website

www.mbcs.s5.com
Thistle Editor
David Porteous

8379 1943

Mount Barker Caledonian Society sincerely thanks

~ RE/MAX Hills & Country ~

23 January — Joint Burns Night with Port
Adelaide Caledonian Society

X

21 February — The Gathering

X

15 May —

Ceilidh

X

24 July —

Mid-Winter Christmas

X

13 November —

Celtic Night

for printing this issue of the Thistle
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Mount Barker Mulga Murmurings
I am sure we all wish our most sincere congratulations to Mark and Lorraine Fretter on the birth of a
new bairn to their family — wee Archie. Doubtless he will be spoilt to bits by his adoring sisters. Oh,
and by the way, dinnae forget to enrol him as a member of the Society, we need lots of young blood!
Whilst on the subject of congratulations, ex drummer, Sharon
Day, daughter of Libby Day and ex piper Bill Gunter tied the
knot on a very wet 26 September (pictured left). The ceremony
was held at their farm with the flowers being arranged by Past
Chief Lorraine Scott — just to keep it in the ―Society family‖.
Lorraine was also responsible for the photo.
Director Sandy Diener is way up in Queensland grandmothering
the new addition to Anna and husband Robin’s family. The new
bairn, Lauren, was born early in November.
Heard tell that our
Chief, Roger Scott,
and his Good Lady, Ann, also have a new bairn — of the
four-legged variety to add to their stable of Clydesdales.
Roger recently picked up a most adorable new foal named
Uctred (pictured right), was born on 20 September.
On a cold, wet and windy
Saturday 28 November, the
Society‘s Pipe Band plus
two other stalwarts of the Society, David Porteous (left) and Chief
Roger Scott (right) turned out to march in the Norwood Pageant and
to fly the flag for the Scots.
It was sad to see that there were only three other marchers representing all of the Scots in this State. Despite the rain, the Society‘s Band
played magnificently showing the true grit for which the Scots are renowned. Well done to all.
Best wishes for a speedy recovery to Jean Lumsden who has injured her arm. Jean was there but
not playing her part at our Celtic Night. due to a slung arm. We missed your strumming, Jean. We
sincerely hope that you will soon be able to sling the strings again with your Band.
Chief Roger Scott and his Good Lady Ann, together with all the
Directors of the Society, join in extending to each and every member
and all our readers the warmest compliments of the Season and wish
all a safe Christmas and a safe and prosperous
2010.
For those interested in Rabbie Burns, the Robert Burns Society of South Australia will be holding a Burns Dinner at the Caledonian Hotel at 219 O‘Connell Street
North Adelaide on Monday 25 January at 7.00 for 7.30. The cost is $30.00 per
person which is payable to the Treasurer, Isabella Greig of 23 Kareda Ct, Hillbank, 5112 on or before 11 January, 2010. Any enquiries should be directed to
Society Secretary, Molly Greig 8262 4763.
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A reason stated why people do not read Burns is because of the unusual language, but it takes only a
little trouble to establish the meaning of the old Scots words. Many modern books of Burns‘ poetry
even include a glossary whilst others include an explanation beside the text, as below As an example,
read the following to which I am sure you will relate. Although undated, the work probably coincides
with Burns‘ letter of May 1795 where he describes suffering from an awful toothache in the following
manner, that ‗fifty troops of infernal spirits are riding post from ear to ear along my jaw bones‘.
Address to the Toothache
My curse on your envenom‘d stang,
That shoots my tortur‘d gooms alang,
An‘ thro‘ my lugs gies mony a bang
Wi‘ gnawin vengeance,
Tearing my nerves wi‘ bitter twang,
Like racking engines.

sting
gums along
ears gives, many, pain

A‘ down my beard the slavers trickle,
I cast the wee stools o‘er the meikle,
While round the fire the hav‘rels keckle,
To see me loup;
I curse an‘ ban, an‘ wish a heckle
Were i‘ their doup.

all, saliva
small, largest
idiots cackle
jump
swear, flax-comb
in, backsides

Whan fevers burn, or ague freeze,
Rheumatics gnaw, or colic squeeze us,
Our neebors sympathise, to ease us,
Wi‘ pitying moan;
But thou — the hell o‘ a‘ diseases,
They mock our groan.

when, malarial fever

0‘ a‘ the num‘rous human dools,
Ill—hairsts, daft bargains, cutty—stools,
Or worthy frien‘s laid i‘ the mools,
Sad sight to see!
The tricks o‘ knaves, or fash o‘ fools,
Thou bear‘st the gree.

woes
bad harvests, public shaming
friends, earth

Whare‘er that place be, priests ca‘ Hell,
Whare a‘ the tones o‘ misery yell,
An‘ plagues in rankéd number tell
In deadly raw,
Thou, Tooth-ache, surely bear‘st the bell
Aboon them a‘!

wherever, call
where

0! thou grim, mischief-making chiel,
That gars the notes o‘ discord squeel,
Till human-kind aft dance a reel
In gore a shoe thick,
Gie a‘ the faes o‘ Scotland‘s weal
A towmond‘s toothache!

chap/fellow
makes
often
blood
give all, foes, happiness
year’s

with, twinge

neighbours
with
of, all

annoyance
wins the prize

row
above, all

You‘ve just read, maybe, your first Burns poem — not hard once you know the meaning of the words
is it? And I am sure you can empathise with his sentiments!
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250th Anniversary of Rabbie Burns

New Members

2009 marked the 250th Anniversary of the birth of Robert Burns on 25 January,
1759 at Alloway in Ayrshire on the west coast of Scotland.

On behalf of the Chief and all members of the Society, we welcome the following new members to
our midst and trust that your stay with the Society will be a long and happy one.

So, who was Burns? In the introduction to ―The complete poems and songs of
Robert Burns‖, the author states ―Robert Burns was unique among poets, There
is no other literary figure in whose name, and on whose birthday each year, thousands of people across the world sit down and enjoy a ceremonial meal. The
phenomenon of the Burns cult is truly remarkable. But the essential thing about
Robert Burns is that he was a great poet. When he died, in debt, aged 37, worn out by hard work and
illness, well loved but far from being a cult figure, he was already a great poet. ... The truest way to
appreciate and honour a poet is to read his work‖.

Graham Coulter, Peter Fuss, William Johnson and Adam Law.

Despite growing up as a farmer‘s son, his father William Burness, saw to it that his two sons, Robert
and Gilbert were well educated. Burns, for his part, was a keen student and read whatever he could
lay his hands on.
It was when he was about 15, according to his own account, that he first turned his hand to poetry.
In Burns' day, the Kirk played a central spiritual role in rural society, but it also functioned as the
guardian of public morality. Burns' womanising and choice of friends brought him into frequent conflict
with the Kirk, but his own criticism of the Kirk was largely reserved for the double standards of some of
its leading members.
Between 1784 and 1785 was one of Burns' most prolific periods. During these years he wrote such
well-known poems as Holy Willie's Prayer, To A Mouse, The Jolly Beggars and The Holy Fair.
Burns‘ farm was not profitable, and his willingness to marry Jean Armour, who was pregnant by him,
was opposed by her father. The only way out, it seemed, was to emigrate. His plans to sail for Jamaica were well advanced when events took an unexpected turn. He had been advised to finance the
voyage by publishing some of his poems, but the success of that volume — the 'Kilmarnock edition' —
caused him to reconsider his plans to emigrate. Burns' ―Poems, Chiefly in the Scottish Dialect‖ cost
three shillings and the entire print-run of 612 copies sold out within a month, justifying his belief in his
abilities and in the merit of his poems. Following the Kilmarnock edition‘s success, Burns decided to
further his literary ambitions by visiting Edinburgh. Soon he was being fêted by an Edinburgh society
eager to meet the man described by Henry Mackenzie as the 'Heaven-taught ploughman'. For the
next 18 months he stayed frequently in Edinburgh to arrange the publication of a second edition of his
poems, and to join in the social round.

Recording the CD

Band Report
As the Band representative on the Directors Committee, it has fallen to me to produce a short report
on the Mount Barker Caledonian Society Pipes and
Drums activities for 2009.

2009 has been a year of firsts for the Band. January saw the successful production and release of
our first CD ‗Turning Point‘; the name of the CD
being selected to embody a new focus or turning
point for the Band. This new focus was ratified in
June when, for the first time, the Band adopted a detailed Band plan that states the Band‘s goal and
provides the roadmap to achieving that goal. This plan clearly defines individual and group responsibilities and provides the Band with a set of measurable criteria against which to plot our progress.
With this plan now adopted, the Band is working toward winning at the 2010 Gathering.
Another first was achieved in November when the Band featured in the annual Army Band Adelaide
Legacy Concert. For many of our members, it was the first time they had experienced playing in a
combined Pipe and Brass Band ensemble. It was a very successful event and the Army Band was
very pleased with our ability and ‗can do‘ attitude. We will continue to nurture this relationship and
hope that we may become a regular part of their performances for the PR value it provides us.
This year, we have welcomed a number of new members who have graduated to player status in
the Band. Several of these had their first public performance as part of the competition group at the
Tanunda competition, which is in itself a testament to the excellent progress they have made.
Of course, all of this would not have been possible were it not for the continued leadership, hard
work and dedication of Pipe Major Tim Ferguson and Pipe Sergeant Caitlin Fry: a very big thank
you and well done to you both.

One of the people he met was Mrs Agnes McLehose, with whom he established a platonic relationship. Their ensuing correspondence — using the pseudonyms 'Clarinda' and 'Sylvander' — is one of
the most famous examples of stylised romantic letter-writing. But even more famous is Ae fond kiss,
the parting song that Burns sent to Mrs McLehose after their final meeting in December 1791.
Burns spent the final years of his life in Dumfriesshire. In September 1789 he began work for the
Excise at Dumfries. Though he performed these duties diligently and compassionately, charges of
political disloyalty were raised against him.
At the same time failing health, which he sought to remedy by sea-bathing, overshadowed his literary
and musical output. Years of hard physical labour working on a series of unproductive farms aggravated his long-standing heart condition. This lead to his premature death at the age of 37 on 21 July
1796. On the day of his funeral, his wife gave birth to their youngest son, Maxwell.
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Mt Barker Pageant

The Band has played in several Christmas Pageants starting with Murray Bridge then Glenelg.
The Band arrived for the Stirling pageant to find it
had been cancelled due to the weather. Next
was Norwood – just a shower but not enough to
dampen the Christmas Spirit, Blackwood the
following Friday night, and the Big one – Mount
Barker on Saturday. The weekend after is quieter
with just Goolwa and Christmas week is rounded

off with Woodside and Lobethal Pageants.
Regrettably, I am once again departing to further my military career in Canberra, where I will once
again join the ranks of the Canberra Burns Club Pipe Band. So in closing and on a personal note, I
would like to thank everyone in the Band for another couple of great years playing with you and a lot
of fond memories.
Glynn Potter
5

Archery in Scotland
The importance of the bow as a military weapon impressed itself very early on the minds of Scottish
kings. Robert the Bruce ordered every man worth a cow to have a spear or a good bow and a sheath
with 24 arrows; and in the reign of his son, we find Scotland able to promise to send a contingent of
archers to the assistance of the King of England if required.
James I, however, set himself to seriously encourage the practice of archery in his country. All persons above the age of 12 years were ordered to be archers. Bow "marks" were to be set up near
every parish Kirk and persons not practising were to be fined.
All merchants, too, were to bring home bow staves in proportion to the amount of their cargo. Many
other laws were passed to discourage other sports and encourage archery, but with all this, Scottish
battles were not destined to be won by skill at archery.
However, there are many traces of archery being used as a pastime. Mary Queen of Scots had butts
in her gardens at Holyrood and St. Andrews, and in one inventory of her effects, there is mention of a
glove used in shooting.
There is no doubt that archery was practised in the seventeenth century in many Scottish towns. The
Musselburgh Arrow, still shot for by the Royal Company of Archers, was originally open to all comers.
For a good many years, a Scottish National Archery meeting was held annually with considerable
success. One of the largest meetings was that at Eglinton Castle in 1858, when 75 gentlemen and 25
ladies competed.
The oldest archery society still
existing is the Royal Company
of Archers (pictured left), with
complete records dating back
from 1676 to the present.
Considerable history is available, with great detail of their
activities. Great pomp and
ceremony go together with
many of their events, and
since the visit of George IV to
Edinburgh, they have been
the official bodyguard of the
monarch when he or she is in
Scotland. The Royal Company of Archers has its base
in Edinburgh at Archers Hall (built in 1776). Today, there are around 530 members, all of whom are of
Scots origins or have good Scottish connections.
Based on an article in the 1971 Official Highland Games Programme

Mount Barker Caledonian Society

49th Highland Gathering
Sunday 21st February 2010
Mount Barker Oval
Last remaining Highland Gathering in
South Australia
X
X
X
X
X
X

X

From the Editor
Have you noticed how little is available about Scotland from any travel agency or even good bookshops that sells travel material? There is plenty available on Great Britain, Ireland, England and even
Wales — but Scotland is conspicuous by its absence.
It was refreshing to see just a wee snippet in the Sunday Mail of 1 November. In my opinion, it was
not the greatest advertisement for Scotland that I have ever seen but at least it was there—and even a
picture of an Edinburgh Street taken from between the legs of some kilted gentleman—quite an unusual but rather effective angle. Well done to Claire Harvey who wrote the article.
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Massed Pipes and Drums
Pipe Band Competition
Highland Dancing Competition
Massed Society and Clan Banners
Knobbly Knee Kompetition
Demonstrations including:
X Celtic Dancing
X Scottish Country Dancing
X Medieval Warfare
X Strong Man Events
X Caber Toss
X Haggis Hurl
X Clydesdales
X Highland Cattle
Various Stalls including:
X Clans, Food, Scottish Items
X General interest stalls

Proudly Sponsored by the District Council of Mount Barker
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